
July 15, 1868, Evansville Citizen, p. 1, col. 1, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Mr. J. M. Owen has purchased the old “Norton” mills site and water power, near Evansville, of Mr. Greatsinger, 

and will proceed to erect a custom flouring mill thereon, this season.  The site and location is a good one, and it 

is said to exceed in capacity, the water power at this place. 

 April 5, 1871, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Southwest of Evansville about two and a half miles at a point where Allen’s Creek crosses the Evansville and 

Albany road, is the site of what was formerly called “Norton’s Mill.”  The mill was created some twenty-five 

years ago and used when oak timber was plenty, to cut lumber for the early settlers of that whole region 

adjacent to Evansville, but when railroad facilities reduced the cost of pine lumber and brought it within the 

scale of modern possibilities, the old millwheels stood still and its busy machinery crumbled into decay.  The 

site subsequently became the property of Mr. J. H. Greatsinger.  Early the past season, Mr. Joshua Owen, 

purchased the water power, including a small portion of land, and commenced the erection of a custom grist 

mill.  About this time Mr. Owen associated with him Mr. Wm. Rice, an experienced mill man.   

 

January 1872, Evansville Review  









January 10, 1872, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 

3, Evansville, Wisconsin  

We understand Mr. Greatsinger is about to start up the blacksmith business in Evansville.  We have three well-

established shops here already. 

 March 26, 1873, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 The millinery establishment of Mrs. Rossiter and Greatsinger was closed out last week, in favor of the “State of 

Wisconsin.”   

 July 2, 1873, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin 



 

An auction at Mr. Greatsinger’s near Owen’s mill for Saturday, Oct. 19.  Another one will be held at the late 

residence of James Trow, near Albany, Green County, Oct. 21
st
.  Jacob West, Auctioneer. 

 October 8, 1873, Evansville Review,  Evansville, Wisconsin  

December 23, 1874, Evansville Review, p. 

1, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  (The Patron’s of Husbandry was also known as the Grange.) 

 

October 16, 1878, Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 5, Evansville, 

Wisconsin  



Messrs. Greatsinger & Francisco have been ceiling up their blacksmith shop and putting things in order for 

business and cold weather. 

 November 27, 1878, Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 
Greatsinger & Francisco are building a blacksmith shop just south of the Grange Store.  

The boys are doing well, and are said to be good workmen. 

 June 11, 1879, Citizen-Review, p. 3, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  [note:  The 

Grange Store was at the corner of Maple and East Main where the Night Owl is now, so this 

shop would have been on Maple Street.] 

 

Messrs. Greatsinger & Francisco are adding 32 feet to the length of their blacksmith 

shop, making the total extent 72 feet by 22 feet wide.  Mr. Casler is occupying a portion 

as carriage shop to run in connection with the blacksmith business. 

 May 12, 1880, Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin 

  

 
Understand that Mr. Haywood intends stocking up the lower market, and making bolognies a 

specialty.  Messrs Greatsinger & Hopkins have leased Mr. Rossiter's marble building to 

continue their business in.  This will give us three meat markets in town. 

 November 5, 1881, Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Mr. I. D. Clifford whiles away his leisure hours with the soul-stirring music of a Decker & Son upright piano, 

bought of Mrs. Greatsinger, a musical dealer here. 

 March 10, 1883, The Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 
Mrs. Ida Greatsinger nee Ida Patterson, of Oregon, is visiting her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 

J. N. Patterson, in this place. 

 July 31, 1883, Enterprise, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Married  

YARWOOD---Greatsinger—At the parsonage of the M. E. church, Evansville, Wis., Aug 23, ’83, by Rev. H. 

Faville, Mr. Wm. H. Yarwood of Oregon, Wis., to Miss Roxie M. Greatsinger of Brooklyn, Wisconsin. 

 August 28, 1883, Enterprise, 

 

Mrs. John Greatsinger died on the 27
th

 inst. after ten days of terrible suffering with gangrene, aged 77 years.  

Mrs. Greatsinger may be better known as Widow Pailer, of Brooklyn, who was married but a short time since. 

 August 28, 1883, Enterprise  p. 1, col. 5, Evansville, Wisconsin . 

 
 

West Magnolia News  

Mr. Keal Greatsinger's new house is receiving a coat of white paint. 

 June 10, 1884, The Enterprise, p. 1, col. 7, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Mrs. Dan Greatsinger, has been quite sick for a few days, but is better at this writing. 

 January 5, 1889, The Tribune, p. 1, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin 
 

 

Mr. Dan Greatsinger, exhibited a very fine stock horse upon our streets yesterday, which 

was greatly admired by many of our farmers who were attending election. 

April 3, 1889, Enterprise, p. 1, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

 

 
Milling 

Having recently purchased what is known as the Owen Mill, three miles south of 

Evansville, I am now prepared to grind all kinds of feed on short notice, either for cash 

at 6 cents per hundred or toll every tenth.  Give me a trial.   

Frank Greatsinger 



Ad in 1890s Tribune, p. 1, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 
Dan Greatsinger shipped by Carman's overland stage route, to Edgerton, Wednesday morning, 

a fine shepherd dog, for parties in Bussyville.  The price of the dog was $10. 

August 5, 1890, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

 

Isaiah Greatsinger to William Kinsey 84 acres, town of Magnolia, $790. 

February 3, 1891.  Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Miss Lu Montgomery, of Chicago will trim for Mrs. O. J. greatsinger this season. 

 April 5, 1892, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Mrs. Dan Greatsinger of Janesville, who has been visiting relatives and friends in this city for several days, 

returns to her home tonight. 

 September 11, 1894, The Tribune 

 

Dan Greatsinger, of Janesville, who has been visiting Evansville relatives and friends returned home Tuesday. 

 December 21, 1894, The Enterprise, p. 1, col. 5, Evansville, Wisconsin  

Mr. Frank Greatsinger has purchased a lot on Almerian street and moved his house with Owen’s mill upon it. 

 November 9, 1895, The Badger, p. 1, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin 
 

Mrs. Greatsinger and aunt, Sadie Swan, spent Sunday with the former’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Farnsworth at 

Dayton. 

 February 5, 1897, Enterprise, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Pearl Greatsinger of Evansville spent the week with her sister, Mrs. Homer Sholts.  

 “Brooklyn Items”, The Enterprise, April 9, 1897, p. 1, col. 7, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 
Geo. Greatsinger is moving from the Evans house on Mill St., to the Hutchinson house on 

the East side. 

 April 9, 1897, The Enterprise, p. 1, col. 5 Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Dan Greatsinger, of Belvidere, Ill., called on relatives and friends in this vicinity, Sunday. 

 June 5, 1897, The Enterprise, p. 1, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

In District. No. 8, town of Union, the following scholars have been perfect in attendance for the month ending 

May 28:  Minnie Jones, Rachel Jones, Maud Thomas, Kittie Dawson, John Dawson, Clyde Greatsinger, Watson 

Reese. 

 June 5, 1897, The Enterprise, p. 1, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 
Mrs. Hannah Patterson has purchased the Roberts house on East Main St., and is occupying 

the same, her daughter, Mrs. Greatsinger and family will live with her. 

 July 31, 1897, The Badger, Evansville, Wisconsin p. 1, col. 4 

 

There will be no meeting at the F. W. Baptist church Sunday, the entire congregation will 

worship that day at Greatsinger's grove near Owen's mill, carry their lunch and remaining 

all day.  A union service of both Baptist churches will be held at this grove Sunday 

evening.  All are cordially invited. 

 

 Friday, August 27, 1897, The Enterprise, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 



Pearl Greatsinger is very ill.  She is suffering from a severe attack of the grippe with other 

complications. 

 March 4, 1899, The Badger, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 
 

 

Mrs. Isaiah Greatsinger at Owen’s Mill who has been ill so long is a great sufferer with no hopes of recovery. 

 April 15, 1899, The Badger, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Miss Pearl Greatsinger has been the guest of Miss Mabel Lewis at Brooklyn. 

 April 8, 1899, The Badger, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Died:  At her home south of this city, April 14, Mrs. Isaiah Greatsinger, of cancer. 

 April 15, 1899, The Badger, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Mrs. Isiah Greatsinger, nee Amelia Bailey, aged about 45 years, died at her home about four miles from this 

city, Thursday evening, April 13, 1899.  She had been a great sufferer for many months with a cancer.  She 

leaves a husband and three sons besides many relatives and friends to mourn her loss.  The funeral services 

were held at the Free Baptist church Sunday afternoon.  rev. Miner officiating.  Interment was made in the 

Evansville cemetery. 

 

From the scrapbook of James Ballard, sexton of the Maple Hill Cemetery, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Died: At her home in this city, Sunday May 14, Mrs. Belle Greatsinger-Crawford, aged 27 years.  
 
The death of this young woman will be sorely felt as she left besides her parents and a brother, a 
husband and three small children. 
 
The funeral which was largely attended occurred at the Free Baptist Church, Wednesday afternoon, 
Rev. Miner officiating. 

May 20, 1899, The Badger, Evansville, Wisconsin 
 
Mrs. K. Greatsinger has been very ill with blood poison at her home on Almeron Street. 
May 27, 1899, The Badger, Evansville, Wisconsin  

July 1, 1899, The Badger, p. 1, col. 4, 

Evansville, Wisconsin  



 

 
September 5, 1899, The Badger, Evansville, Wisconsin  
 

Prentice Call and wife of Beloit were in this city and sold their residence on Almeron 

Street to Frank Greatsinger who took possession at once. 

 October 7, 1899, The Badger, p. 1 , col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 
Last Saturday morning Mr. Isaiah Greatsinger's house on the Albany road, caught fire from 

the chimney and burned.  Nearly all of the household goods were saved. 

 October 14, 1899, The Badger, p. 1, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Ray and Pearl Greatsinger of this city were with friends in Dayton last Sunday. 

 February 10, 1900, The Badger, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 
 

Married:  At the Free Baptist parsonage, by Rev. Mr. Miner, Thursday p.m., March 8, 

Miss Hattie M. Prucia and Mr. Charles F. Greatsinger. 

Immediately after the ceremony they started by team for Belleville, Green Co., Wis.  

They will make their home in the Dennis house on N. Main Street, in this city.  Many are 

the wishes for happiness and prosperity which will go with them. 

March 10, 1900, The Badger, p. 1, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 [Note:  North Main Street is now North Fourth Street] 

 

Mr. Frank Greatsinger while at work in the foundry Monday strained his back so that he had to be brought 

home. 

 May 19, 1900, The Badger, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 
 

May 26, 1900, The Badger, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Miss Pearl Greatsinger spent the past week with friends at Dayton. 

 October 13, 1900, The Badger, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Frank Greatsinger’s home on Almeron Street is quarantined for diphtheria. 

November 17, 1900, The Badger, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Will Smith has sold his residence on the east side to Geo. Greatsinger and is now looking for a house to 

buy or rent on this side. 

 March 23, 1901, The Badger, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

 



Frank Greatsinger and family moved into the residence recently occupied by Mr. Ingalls on East Main Street, 

this Tuesday morning, which they have purchased. 

 April 1, 1902, The Tribune, p. 3, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  
 

M. J. Fisher moved April 1
st
 into his new house on 3

rd
 Street.  Mr. A. P. Ingalls taking possession of his 

premises vacated on 2
nd

 St.  Frank Greatsinger on the same date into the Ingalls house lately purchased by him 

and Robert Wallace started city housekeeping in the Greatsinger house on Almeron Street. 

 April 3, 1902, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin  
 

Mrs. Frank Greatsinger is the first lady in the city to draw a beautiful set of dishes, 

consisting of 56 pieces, with the Avena Breakfast food.  This food is sold by the 

package, at the Economy Store, and in each package is a letter.  When one gets letters 

enough to spell Avena, then the word is presented to Messrs. Langemak & Axtell of the 

economy and the dishes will be given to the holder of the word.  The difficulty is in 

obtaining the letter V.  Every package contains a letter.  This is an excellent breakfast 

food and the prize offered is a beauty. 

 September 6, 1902, The Badger, p. 1 col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 
Ray Greatsinger won the first prize in the bicycle race in Belleville. 

 September 12, 1902, Enterprise, p. 1, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 
 

Last Sunday, while Isaiah Greatsinger and Mrs. Lucy Pomeroy were driving away from T. 

Greatsinger's on Almeron street, the horse became frightened and ran away.  The buggy was 

overturned, by striking a tree, and the lady was thrown out, receiving bruises and cuts 

and had the ligaments of her left wrist badly strained.  Mr. Greatsinger, who hung to the 

horse until it struck the tree, was some bruised.  The buggy, which belonged to Will 

Greatsinger and was purchased only a couple of weeks ago, was completely demolished. 

September 13, 1902, The Badger, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Greatsinger, of Belleville, were with relatives and friends in this city, Saturday and Sunday. 

 October 14, 1902, p. 3, col. 5,  Tribune, Evansville, Wisconsin 

March 21, 1903, The Badger, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, 

Wisconsin 

 

Fred Benedict, H. Sholts, Frank and Geo. Greatsinger, are going to take a hand in pearl hunting this 

spring, on the Mississippi. 

 March 26, 1903, The Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin 



March 28, 1903, The Badger, p. 1, col. 3, Evansville, 

Wisconsin 

 

Mesdames Frank and George Greatsinger went to Prairie du Chien, Wednesday, to join their husbands, 

who are in the pearling party that left this city the forepart of last week. 

 April 4, 1903, The Badger, p. 1, col. 5, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

 
April 23, 1903, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

 

 



Frank Greatsinger and family have returned from their pearling on the Mississippi river;  Mrs. 

Greatsinger had a lot of beautiful shells on exhibition at the fair. 

 The Tribune, p. 3, col. 3, September 8, 1903, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 
Isaiah Greatsinger received a severe kick in his side from a horse.  Dr. Spencer was 

called who reports no bones broken and the patient recovering as well as could be 

expected. 

 October 13, 1903, The Enterprise, p. 3, col. 1, Evansville, Wisconsin  

Chas. Greatsinger and family have moved to this city from near Belleville. 

November 14, 1903, The Badger, p. 5, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Chas Greatsinger and family of Belleville, have become residents of this city. 

 November 19, 1903, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 1, Evansville, Wisconsin 

Geo. Greatsinger and family have moved to the Farnsworth farm near Dayton. 

 March 19, 1904, The Badger, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin   

 

Frank Greatsinger and wife have given the building lot adjoining their own to their daughter, Mrs. Milo Halsey.  

Mr. Halsey will erect a house thereon the coming summer. 

 March 26, 1904, Badger 

 

 
 



 
 

April 23, 1904, Badger, p. 1, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

 



Mrs. Prucia, who is here visiting her daughter, Mrs. Charles Greatsinger, received the sad news, yesterday that 

her sister, Mrs. Alice Ross, had been found in bed dead, heart failure being the cause. 

 June 11, 1904, Badger 

 

Mrs. Frank Greatsinger received a message last Friday announcing the death of her sister-in-law, Mrs. Chas. 

Patterson of Sioux Falls, S. Dak., which occurred July 8.  Mrs. Patterson, formerly Rosa Marvin resided in the 

vicinity of Brooklyn for many years previous to her removal to South Dakota, nineteen years ago.  Besides a 

husband, she leaves two sons. 

 July 16, 1904, Badger 
A large family reunion was held at the home of Frank Greatsinger, Thanksgiving. 

 November 28, 1904, The Badger, p. 1, col. 3, Evansville, WI 

 

While hunting deer last week, Homer Sholtz of Brooklyn was shot in the arm; the wound 

however was not serious and he was able to attend the Greatsinger reunion Thanksgiving. 

 November 28, 1904, The Badger, p. 1, col. 4, Evansville, WI 

 

A family reunion was held at the home of Frank Greatsinger on Thanksgiving day, which brought together 

some fifty relatives.  It was the largest reunion of any held in this city. 

 December 1, 1904, Evansville Review 

 

Frank Greatsinger and Milo Halsey transacted business in Beloit, Tuesday and Wednesday.  

December 24, 1904, The Badger, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Frank Greatsinger has purchased the sprinkling business of Messrs. Leonard & Young of Beloit and will soon 

move to that city. 

 Jan. 14, 1905, The Badger, Evansville, WI  

 

Frank Greatsinger will move his family to Beloit in the spring.  He has purchased the street sprinkling outfit 

there and will operate same. 

 January 19, 1905, p. 1, col. 1, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Frank Greatsinger and family and Milo Halsey and wife took their departure, Sunday, for their future home in 

Beloit, where the gentlemen have purchased the city sprinkling apparatus.  The Badger, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, 

Wisconsin, March 11, 1905. 

 

 

 

 
May 1905, Badger 

 

Geo. Greatsinger, wife and two children went to Beloit, Tuesday, for a visit at the home of Frank Greatsinger. 

 June 3, 1905, The Badger 

 



July 15, 1905, Badger, p. 1, col.5, Evansville, 

Wisconsin 

 
Mrs. Pearl Greatsinger-Halsey of Beloit, was with relatives and friends in this city a part of last week; she says her 
grandmother, Mrs. Harriet Patterson, is failing. 
    July 21, 1905, p. 3, col. 5, Enterprise, Evansville, Wisconsin 
 

 

 



Badger, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Greatsinger of Beloit, were arrivals Saturday evening; Mr. Greatsinger was upon a business 

trip to Prairie du Chien, while his wife visited with Evansville relatives and friends until Monday evening, when 

she returned home. 

 August 18, 1905, Enterprise, p. 3, col. 5, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Geo. Greatsinger and wife and Maud Winship were called to Beloit, Wednesday, on account of the critical 

condition of Milo Halsey. 

 September 23, 1905, The Badger, p. 1, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin 
 

 

Chas. Greatsinger's team attached to an ice wagon, took a lively run down Madison and 

Church Streets, Tuesday morning, but was caught near the depot, no damage being done. 

September 30, 1905, The Badger, p. 1, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

 



 
October 7, 1905 Badger  

 

Frank Greatsinger was up from Beloit Tuesday and reported Milo Halsey somewhat improved.  Yesterday a 

report came that Milo was worse and that Mrs. Greatsinger was ill. 

 October 7, 1905, The Badger, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

December 16, 1905, The Badger, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Frank Greatsinger and wife and Milo Halsey and wife of Beloit, have been attending the Fair and visiting 

relatives this week. 

 September 7, 1906, Enterprise, p. 3, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin 

Mrs. Hattie Greatsinger and two children have returned from a visit of two weeks with relatives near Oregon. 

 October 19, 1906, Enterprise, p. 3, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin   

Mrs. Charles Greatsinger and children are visiting relatives at Oregon 

 October 19, 1906, Enterprise, p. 3, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin   

 

Ray Greatsinger of Beloit is here rebuilding sidewalks and making other repairs on the Greatsinger property on 

East Main Street. 

 May 3, 1907, Enterprise, p. 3, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

 

George Bidwell and wife and Kiel Greatsinger and wife expect to leave next Monday for an extended visit in 

Lincoln, Neb., and vicinity. 

 November 11, 1908, The Enterprise and The Tribune, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Kiel Greatsinger and wife and Geo. Bidwell and wife, of this city, leave his week for Lincoln Neb., where they 

will visit for awhile with relatives and friends.  They will be in sight of the home of the great commoner, W. J. 

Bryan. 

 November 18, 1908, The Enterprise and The Tribune, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 



John Devereaux has sold the house which he owns on Almeron Street to Will Greatsinger who moved into it 

Thursday. 

 May 11, 1911, Evansville Review 

A. C. Moore and Clyde Greatsinger left Monday evening for Chetek, where they will remain for a month 

recreating and fishing.  Others from here will join their party later on. 

 June 29, 1911, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin 

Mrs. Dan Greatsinger fell Wednesday at the home of Willard King and broke her right arm.  She is doing as 

well as possible under the circumstances. 

July 6, 1911, p. 5, col.4, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 
September 13, 1979, Evansville Review, p 8, col. 1, Evansville, Wisconsin   

(Ruby Greatsinger’s high school class.) 

 


