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Ben Ellis family 

 

Married:  Thursday evening, Jan. 4, at 6 o'clock, Miss Sybil Ball and Mr. Benj. Ellis both of this city. 

 

The ceremony took place at the home of the bride's parents on the east side.  Rev. Mr. Short spoke the words 

that united them as husband and wife in the presence of the immediate relatives and friends.  After the 

ceremony a dainty wedding lunch was served. 

 

The bride graduated from our high school in '98 and has since followed the profession of teacher.  She is a 

young lady who possesses a sweet disposition and has many warm friends. 

 

The groom has been in this city and is a trusted employee at the creamery. 

 

They will at once go to housekeeping in the France house on Church St. 

 

We join with their many friends in well wishes. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Ben Ellis report the birth of a boy Valentines Day. 

February 18, 1904, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin   

 

 

 
February 23, 1910, Enterprise & Tribune, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Ben R. Ellis and wife are rejoicing over the advent of a young son, who arrived at their home Monday, April 11. 

 

The Enterprise and The Tribune, April 13, 1910, p. 1, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin 
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Evansville Child Dies of Injuries Late Last Night 

 

Little Seven Year Old Son of B. R. Ellis Run Down By Freight Car While Watching Circus Train Load 

 

Evansville, Aug. 18 -- One of the saddest accidents in years occurred last evening shortly after six, when little 

seven year old Ben Ellis, son of Mr. and Mrs. B. R. Ellis, was run down by a freight car that was being switched 

near the depot, his right arm and leg were crushed so they had to be amputated, and the little child died on the 

operating table a few hours later. 

 

The child was watching the loading of the Kit Carson Wild West show, when the car backed down on him, 

throwing him under the wheels, and crushing his arm and leg, he was hurried to the hospital, but died, while 

being operated on. 

 

His parents are grief stricken over the fatality and have the sympathy of the entire community. 

 

August 18, 1911, Janesville Gazette, p. 1, Janesville, Wisconsin 

 

Miss Arlene Cain and Mr. Donald Ellis surprised their friends yesterday by starting out for a little auto drive 

and going to Rockford, where they were married.  The bride is daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Art Cain of this city 

and her pleasant accommodating ways to the general public, in her position as clerk in her father’s store has 

endeared her to a large circle of friends.  The groom, Mr. Ellis, is a son of Mr. and Mrs. Ben Ellis, of this city 

and holds a responsible position with the Baker Manufacturing Co.  The young couple will be at home to their 

friends at the A. W. Carpenter flats on East Main Street.   

 September  27, 1923, Evansville Review, p. 8, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Mrs. Donald Ellis entertained at a six o’clock dinner, Monday evening in honor of her husband’s birthday.  The 

guests were:  Mr. and Mrs. Ben Ellis and family, Mrs. Ball and daughter, Fern from Janesville, and Mr. and 

Mrs. Art Cain. 

 November 13, 1924, Evansville Review, p. 5, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 



Mr. and Mrs. Don Ellis this week purchased the H. B. Hendricks residence property on West Liberty St. and are 

now decorating it  preparatory to moving into it. 

 September 9, 1926, Evansville Review, p. 5, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

1930 Census, 239 West Liberty 

 Donald Ellis, age 29 

 Arlene Elis age 26 

 Harriet Ellis, daughter 1+ 
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 October 4, 1934, Evansville Review, p. 4, col. 3-4, 

Evansville, Wisconsin  

 



Benjamin R. Ellis signed city council minutes as the City Clerk from 1934 until 1951. 

 

 

July 29, 1937, Evansville Review 

 



May 27, Mrs. Ben, Sibil Ellis, age 64 years.  From 

Sexton’s scrapbook, Maple Hill Cemetery.  1945. Newspaper obit probably from the Janesville Gazette 
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Thank you for the info on what happened to Little Ben.  I had never heard that explanation of 
what happened to him.  Even my mother didn't know, because I asked her when she gave me 



the large photo protrait of him at least 30 years ago.  I always liked that picture, taken when I 
estimate Little Ben was five or six, because the family resemblance reminded me of my Dad, 
Gordon.  That must have been Little Bens birth announcement you sent yesterday in 1904 on 
Feb. 14th.  He must have not been a Jr. because of his middle inital was F. he was named after 
his Grandfather,  Benjamin Franklin Ellis,  Ben R.'s father.  Your list also shows that Sybil's 
middle inital was L.  So I guess she did have a middle name.  There's another Ben Ellis with No 
Stone buried in 1905.  Could that have been a still-born baby she had, or something.  I don't 
know what c/o means.  Lewis and Adella Ball are Sybil's parents, and Pauline and Kenneth 
Ellis are my Dad's brother and sister.  Fern Ball is Sybil's spinster sister.  I've never heard of a 
Maude Ball, who apparently died when she was 15,  but Sybil named one of her daughters 
Maude,  who is buried elsewhere.   The infor about the butter factory is also interesting.  It 
sounds like my great uncle Charles Pearsall was an originator of the profit sharing concept.   
Excuse the heavy print style, but regular print on my computer screen is hard for me to read.  I 
have lost most of my sight to glaucoma so "compensate" is my middle name these days.    
Thank you so much for all this info.  I have ordered your latest book and look forward to 
receiving it.   
Jeannette Madonna [shasta9@embarqmail.com] 


