
Dear Ruth Ann, 
  
I am researching the Van Vleck family in Rock County, Wisconsin (Porter and Cooksville and later Evansville).  
Rachael Van Vleck, wife of John P., was Rachael "Lockey" Ashton from Cayuga County, New York. 
I am interested in any information on her family.  She and John had at least 4 children:  Melvin, Dudley, Eugene, 
and Mortimer but I only find later information on Dudley.  I noticed you had posted several items about the family 
but could not tell if you were posting newspaper items or had a particular interest in the Van Vleck family. 
  
I find the family in the 1850, 1860, 1870 censuses for Porter and the 1880 for Cooksville. 
  
Thank you for any help you may be able to give me. 
  
Gay Wickersham Davis, Ph.D. 
Washington State 
  

  
Excellent, thank you, Ruth 
----- Original Message -----  
From: Ruth Montgomery  
To: Gay Davis  
Sent: Thursday, July 01, 2004 12:02 PM 
Subject: RE: Van Vleck 

 
Gay I found him in the listing of the 40th Infantry, company C and he did die in the war.  He is listed as James M. Van 
Vleck, Porter, May 15, '64 died July 16, 1963, Memphis, Tennessee, disease. 
Dudley is listed also as having enlisted May 15, 1864 and served until September 16, 1864 when he was mustered out.   
  
This regiment was to serve for 100 days according to the information  

40th Regiment Infantry (100-Day Men, No Company "H"), Company D 

  

http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/roster/results.asp?image_id=2665 

  

 

 
From: Gay Davis [mailto:gdavis99@prodigy.net] 

Sent: Thu 7/1/2004 1:34 PM 
To: Ruth Montgomery 

Subject: Re: Van Vleck 

His burial listing for the Cooksville Lutheran Church Cemetery Records (Old Waucoma Cemetery) gives that 
information for Melvin.  I don't know if it is correct but he did die in 1864.  He was born and raised in Rock 
County, so it is doubtful that he would have enlisted elsewhere.  I didn't know that Dudley served also.  Thanks 
for that information. 
----- Original Message -----  
From: Ruth Montgomery  
To: Gay Davis  
Sent: Thursday, July 01, 2004 10:22 AM 
Subject: RE: Van Vleck 

 
This is the website with the roster of Civil War servicemen from Wisconsin, searching for Van Vleck.    
http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/roster/searchresults.asp?lastName=Van+Vleck&firstName= 

Dorsey, J., a private in the 1st cavalry, company A 

Dudley, a private in the 40th Infantry, company C 

Everett, a private in the First Cavalry, company H 
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are the only ones listed, no Melvin.  Could he have signed up from a different state? 

 September 25, 1885, Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 4, 

Evansville, Wisconsin  

 



October 15, 1886, Evansville Review, p. 2,col. 3, Evansville, 

Wisconsin 



 

May 13, 1887, Evansville Review, p. 4, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  



 
July 1, 1887, Evansville Review, p. 4, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 



August 18, 1888, Tribune, p. 1, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  



February 2, 1889, The Tribune, Evansville, Wisconsin 



March 25, 1892, p. 4, col. 3, Enterprise, Evansville, 

Wisconsin 

 



 

February 10, 1893, Enterprise, p. 1, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin  



  
 December 8, 1893, The Enterprise, p. 1, col. 5, Evansville, Wisconsin 



  
December 8, 1893, The Enterprise, p. 1, col. 6, Evansville, Wisconsin  



 December 8, 1893, The Enterprise, p. 1, col. 2, 

Evansville, Wisconsin  



  
December 15, 1893, Enterprise, p. 1, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

D. A. Van Vleck and family moved in R. R. Winston’s house on Water Street. 

 September 19, 1896, the Badger, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

  

 



 

April 30, 1897, Enterprise, p. 4, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Miss Pearl Van Vleck closed a successful term of school in the Holt district yesterday.  She has been engaged 

for the spring term. 

 April 6, 1901, The Badger, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Clara Chapel resigned as public librarian to attend nursing school in Chicago.  Miss Pearl Van Vleck, after 

attending a librarian’s school in Madison for six weeks will take Miss Chapel’s place at the library. 

 June 29, 1901, The Badger, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Miss Clara Chapel after serving two years as librarian very faithfully and satisfactorily has resigned and will 

attend a nurses training school in Chicago.  Miss Pearl Van Vleck is her successor as librarian. 

 July 2, 1901, The Tribune, p. 3, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

John Van Vleck has resigned as mail clerk on the railroad and accepted a position with the Baker Mfg. Co. 

 January 29, 1904, Tribune/Enterprise 

 

 



May 23, 1907, Evansville Review, p. 3, Evansville, 

Wisconsin  



 

  

 
From: Gay Davis [mailto:gdavis99@prodigy.net] 

Sent: Thu 7/1/2004 11:37 AM 
To: Ruth Montgomery 

Subject: Re: Van Vleck 

Excellent, Ruth.  Thank you.  It looks like two of the boys, Eugene and Mortimer never married and Melvin died in 
the Civil War.  Do you have any information on Wisconsin men in the Civil War?  He was in Co C, 40th Wis GAR. 
  
Gay 
----- Original Message -----  
From: Ruth Montgomery  
To: Gay Davis  
Sent: Thursday, July 01, 2004 8:38 AM 
Subject: Van Vleck 

 
Cooksville:  
  
A most pleasant gathering conviened at the home of Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Van Vleck in the early part of last week to 
commemorate their golden wedding anniversary.  Some golden spectacles were left behind to remind them of the event.  
The best good wishes of all present and many others attend the pair in their journey of life together. 
  
Evansville Review, January 1892, Evansville, Wisconsin  
I saw that after I emailed you.  Thank you for your postings.  Are there other sources I should be checking? 
----- Original Message -----  
From: montgomery.ruthann@als.lib.wi.us  
To: Gay Davis  
Sent: Thursday, July 01, 2004 7:36 AM 
Subject: Re: Van Vleck 

 

Gay, the following VAn Vlecks are buried in the Cooksville Cemetery.   

17-18-01 VanVleck Eugene F. 1846 1927   

17-18-03 VanVleck John P. Mar 24, 1818 Sep 7, 1910   

17-18-05 VanVleck Melvin James Jan 5, 1842 July 16, 1864  Co C 40 Wis GAR (no stone/monument) 

17-18-04 VanVleck Mortimer D. 1848 1927   

17-18-02 VanVleck Rachel L. Ashton Mar 24 1822 Aug 13, 1901   

 

Rachel L. is listed as the wife of John. 

This appears to be the marriage of their son Dudley that was posted on Roots Web 

MARRIED In Janesville, August 29th, by Rev. M. Manwell, Mr. Dudly Van Vleck to Anna Galt, all of 

Cooksville. 

 

September 4, 1866, Evansville Citizen, Evansville, Wis 

The following VAn Vlecks are buried in the Maple Hill Cemetery in Evansville: 

Dudley A. Van Vleck, 1884-1909, Civil War 
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Annie S. Van Vleck (Galt), wife of Dudley A. 1846 - March 8, 1928 (Anna Van Vleck is listed in the 1928 

burials in Maple HIll Cemetery  

http://boards.ancestry.com/mbexec?htx=message&r=rw&p=localities.northam.usa.states.wisconsin.counties.roc

k&m=3277 

Winifred A. Van Vleck, 1883 - Jan. 2, 1924 

Zadia Van Vleck, 1875-1877 

Marian Van Vleck, 1871-1877 

John G. Van Vleck, 1877- March 17, 1956 

There is also this notice of the marriage of Dudley & Annie's daughter's marriage to Henry Porter: 

http://boards.ancestry.com/mbexec?htx=message&r=rw&p=localities.northam.usa.states.wisconsin.counties.roc

k&m=696.1.1 

Cooksville 

 

A very pleasant company assembled at the house of Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Van Vleck, Wednesday evening to 

witness the marriage of their eldest daughter Miss Ethel to Mr. Henry Porter. About forty relatives and friends 

were present on the festive occasion. The brides two little sisters, aged seven and nine years stood by the side of 

them. Mr. John Porter, of Evansville, was the best man and Miss Myrtle Dow, of Madison, was the bridesmaid. 

The parlor was a profusion of flowers and while Mrs. Williams was playing the wedding march the young 

people walked into the room and took their stand under a flower arch between the folding doors. Rev. B. F. 

Brown of Janesville performed the ceremony which made them man and wife. The many useful and ornamental 

presents they received were testimonials of the high esteem the young couple are held in here. The elaborate 

and delicious wedding supper was highly complimented by all the partakers and great credit is due to the 

managers of the occasion. The many friends of Mr. and Mrs. Porter will be pleased to hear that they will 

continue to reside in this place. 

 

May 28, 1889, The Tribune, p. 1, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Ruth Ann Montgomery  

Director  

Arrowhead Library System  

210 Dodge Street  

Janesville, WI 53545  

montgomery.ruthann@als.lib.wi.us 

----- Original Message -----  
From: Gay Davis <gdavis99@prodigy.net>  

Date: Thursday, July 1, 2004 1:50 am  

Subject: Van Vleck  

 Dear Ruth Ann,  

>  

> I am researching the Van Vleck family in Rock County, Wisconsin  

> (Porter and Cooksville and later Evansville). Rachael Van Vleck,  

> wife of John P., was Rachael "Lockey" Ashton from Cayuga County,  

http://boards.ancestry.com/mbexec?htx=message&r=rw&p=localities.northam.usa.states.wisconsin.counties.rock&m=3277
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> New York.  

> I am interested in any information on her family. She and John  

> had at least 4 children: Melvin, Dudley, Eugene, and Mortimer but  

> I only find later information on Dudley. I noticed you had posted  

> several items about the family but could not tell if you were  

> posting newspaper items or had a particular interest in the Van  

> Vleck family.  

>  

> I find the family in the 1850, 1860, 1870 censuses for Porter and  

> the 1880 for Cooksville.  

>  

> Thank you for any help you may be able to give me.  

>  

> Gay Wickersham Davis, Ph.D.  

> Washington State  

>  

>  



 
September 8, 1910, Evansville Review, p. 5, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

On January 2, Winifred Van Vleck departed this world, having fought a brave and patient fight for the life she 

loved so well but could not hold. 

 

She was born in Cooksville, Wisconsin but when small the family moved to Evansville, where she attended the 

schools until graduation at the High School in the class of 1902.  For a time she was employed at the Bank of 

Evansville, but a college education had always been her desire and aim and after a short time she entered Beloit 

College but finished her course at the University of Wisconsin.  She taught in the high schools of Edgerton, 

Racine and Des Plaines.  With a wealth of versatility and a purpose to constantly accomplish greater things and 

urged, even then, by poor health, she left the teaching profession and took a course in photography.  In company 



with a close friend she bought a studio in Harvard, Ill., and here she lived and worked until the time of her 

death. 

 

Success greeted her in all her undertakings because she had the determination and willingness to work.  A 

strong, personality dominating in its forcefulness and gentleness gave her many friends who hold her in deep 

affection.  It can be said of her, as it was of a soldier boy laid away on the hills of France, "Loving, Lovable, 

Loved." 

 

She leaves to mourn her going her mother, Mrs. D. A. Van Vleck and one brother, John, both of Harvard, Ill.; 

two sisters, Mrs. Henry Porter of Evansville and Mrs. Walter Pflaum of Wauwatosa. 

 

Services were held at the home Jan. 4, and a short service at Evansville, at the home of George L. Pullen.  

Interment at Maple Hill Cemetery. 

 

CARD OF THANKS 

 

We wish to thank all our friends, those who sent flowers or assisted us or remembered us in any way in our 

sorrow. 

 

Mrs. D. A. Van Vleck, Mr. John G. Van Vleck, Mr. and Mrs. Walter Pflaum, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Porter and 

family. 

 

January 10, 1924, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin 


