
Levi Leonard’s diaries: 1857 

Wednesday May 27; cold and cloudy; came up to Evansville; made a bargain with Mr. Ordway for a pair of 

boots Kipper price $5.00; went down with A. J. West for dinner; got buttons for vest; Came up to Williams and 

Uncle Levi; heard from S. J. Taggart (?);  came down; Phillips paid $60 on land; came home; Palmer’s friends 

came. 

 

 

Married.  At the residence of the bride's father, Nov. 1st at 10 o'clock, A. M. by the Rev. C. M. Morehouse, 

OSMAN AXTELL, of Rutland and AMELIA, youngest daughter of John Taggart, Esq., of Evansville. 

November 2, 1860, p. 4, col. 5, Janesville Daily Gazette, Janesville, Wisconsin 

 

Married.  At the residence of the bride’s father, Nov. 1
st
, by the Rev. C. M. Morehouse, Wm. M. 

RICHARDSON, of Wyoming, Wis., and Miss S. Jennie TAGGART, of Evansville. 

 November 2, 1860, p. 4, col. 5, Janesville Daily Gazette, Janesville, Wisconsin 

 

August 17, 1867, Janesville Gazette, P. 1, 

Janesville, Wisconsin  

 

 

October 19, 1870, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 

1, Evansville, Wisconsin 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. William Richardson, a very prominent citizen of Richland City, was instantly killed on the 13th. In 

attempting to spring upon a timber elevated about six feet up on 2 upright points for the purpose of seasoning 

lumber, the entire frame work gave way, throwing him on the ground with much force, the timber striking him 

on the head and fracturing his skull, causing instant death. -- Exchange 

 

Mr. Richardson was a son-in-law of Mr. Levi Taggart, of Evansville. We think Mr. Richardson lived in 

Wyoming Valley instead of Richland City, as above. A telegram informed the friends here of the casualty and 

who joined the bereaved family, by the Saturday night train one week ago. 

 

April 26, 1871, Evansville Review, p. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

March 5, 1873, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 4, 

Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Mrs. Abby, wife of A. B. Culver, Esq., died at her home in Michigan, a telegram of which was received by her 

brother here, Mr. W. H. Taggart, Monday noon.  Mrs. Culver was a daughter of Mrs. Levi Taggart, of this 

place. 

 October 27, 1875, p. 3, col. 2, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Mr. Geo. Taggart, who has been with Mr. Stearns a long time, is about opening a harness shop in the building 

adjoining Winston and Woodbury’s store. 

 January 31, 1877, Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 



 
August 22, 1877, Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

 
June 12, 1878, Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Mr. Monshaw has vacated the room, a door or two East of the Review Office to be occupied by Messrs 

Millspaugh & Taggart, a new form.  Mr. Monshaw takes rooms over E. Robinson’s clothing store where he will 

continue the horse millinery business. 

 June 19, 1878, Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 



April 3, 1879, p. 4, col. 3, Janesville Gazette, Janesville, 

Wisconsin  



 

 

Golden Wedding 

 

On Saturday, March 29th, the friends of Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Taggart assembled at their home to celebrate their 

Golden wedding day.  There were about fifty relatives present, all but three of whom are residents of this 

county.  Mrs. Minerva Warren, the only remaining sister of Mrs. T. was from Iowa, and a nephew and niece 

from Cincinnati, Ohio. 

 

Mrs. O. V. Tullar made a few very appropriate and touching remarks in behalf of the friends, in presenting the 

gifts with which they had remembered the occasion.  The gifts consisted of a pair of gold bowed spectacles for 

each, a set of silver table spoons; a set of silver knives and forks, a beautiful box, carved by an absent niece; a 

very nice easy chair, and an autograph album. 

 

Following this came the reading of two poems, one written by Jeannie T. Huntsman, of La Porte, Ind., and read 

by Dr. Taggart, of Cincinnati, the other was written by Mrs. Shacklock, of La Porte, a friend of the family and 

read by Mrs. O. V. Tullar.  Afterwards came a sumptious repast, which was kindly provided by the ladies. 

 

At the table was noticed the venerable Levi, the only remaining brother of a large family.  Mrs. Warren, the 

sister, was present at their first wedding.  Soon came the well wishes and "good byes," when the company 

dispersed to their various homes, feeling it were good to be there.   

 

April 9, 1879, The Citizen Review, p. 2, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  



April 9, 1879, p. 2, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

On Monday, Mr. Casler of Rutland moved into Mrs. Evans’ house on Main Street.  Mr. Casler now carries the 

mail between Evansville and Edgerton.  Mr. Taggart who formerly carried it, being obliged to give up the route 

on account of ill health. 

 August 6, 1879, Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin 



Mr. A. B. Culver of Ionia, Mich. Is visiting friends near Evansville.  Mr. culver is a son-in-law of Mr. Levi 

Taggart, and his little daughter is living with her grandparents.  Mr. Culver is an old newspaper man and of 

course called at the Review office. 

 August 6, 1879, Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Miss Hattie Palmer now does the honors at the Post office, vice Miss Taggart, who has occupied the 

position for the last four years and a half in a manner highly satisfactory to the general public.  Miss Palmer will 

doubtless do likewise. 

 September 1, 1880, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Order Your Watches, Chains, Jewelry of all kinds, fishing tackle, revolvers &c. of me and you will save money.  

Irvin Taggart 

 April 14, 1880, Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 5, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

1880 Industrial Census of village of Evansville: 

Millspaugh & Taggart, a harness and saddle shop; $1,500 capitol; 5 employed; 10 hour day; $1.50 paid skilled 

labor per day. 

 

Mrs. Hattie Newman and her mother, Mrs. Harriet Taggart, of Cooksville, were very welcome visitors amongst 

their many relatives and friends in this place last week.  Their only regret being that they must part with them, 

as they took their departure for Frederick, D. T., yesterday, where their many friends may address them in 

future.  We wish them deserving success. 

 July 3, 1883, Enterprise, p. 1, col. 7, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

 



August 14, 1883, Enterprise, p. 4, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 



advertisement in 1884 Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin also in April 3, 1885, Evansville, Review 

 
September 2, 1884, Enteprise, p. 1, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 
September 6, 1884, Enterprise, p. 1, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  



October 7, 1890, The Tribune 

 

Mr. George Taggart has sold his house and lot on Brooklyn Avenue, to Mr. Ed Hines. 

 March 10, 1891, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

November 24, 1891, Evansville Review, p. 1, 

Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

 
Mrs. I. A. Taggart has two sisters, Mesdames Grove and Layton, visiting her from LeMars, 

Iowa.  They are sisters of the Tullar men.  They expect to remain until the 13th inst.  

In the meantime, two brothers with their families, will come to visit the old home and 

make the fiftieth wedding anniversary of father and mother, a happy time, when the whole 

family, expect to be present save one son whose distance from home precludes an 

attendance. 

 January 5, 1892, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 



A. B. Culver, a relative by marriage to Wm. H. Taggart and whose daughter is an inmate of 

the latter’s family, spent several days in town last week, taking the daughter with him 

to visit another daughter in Milwaukee.  Mr. Culver has traveled a good many years for a 

heavy eastern paper hanging house. 

 December 27, 1892, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Mr. A. I. Taggart, jeweler of this place, received the sad tidings by telegram yesterday 

that his brother, Dr. J. H. Taggart, of Yuma, Arizona, died on Sunday, Feb. 5, 1893,of a 

tumor on his spleen.  The deceased is well known in this place, this being the home of 

his boyhood.  He was about 45 years of age.  It is yet unknown whether his remains will 

be brought here or not. 

 

The Tribune, February 7, 1893, p. 1, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

The remains of Dr. J. H. Taggart who died last week in Yuma, Arizona, were received here 

Monday.  He was buried from Potter's undertaking room, Tuesday, at ten o'clock the 

Masonic fraternity, of which he was a member taking charge of the funeral obsequies. 

 

The Evansville Review, February 14, 1893, p. 1, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

DR. J. H. TAGGART 

DIED SUNDAY EVENING, FEBRUARY 5, 1893 

A LONG STRUGGLE WITH DISEASE -- SHORT SKETCH OF HIS LIFE -- A GOOD AND USEFUL CITIZEN. 

 

After months of suffering, Dr. Taggart has finally succombed, and is now at peace.  Death 

occurred at half-past 10 o'clock last Sunday evening. 

 

His sickness dates from the middle of May, 1892, and has therefore lasted nearly nine 

months.  A complication of disorders, mainly of the spleen culminating in an abscess, was 

the immediate cause of death.  A less robust constitution would have yielded long ago.  

Through all the weary months of last summer he struggled, sometimes the end seeming very 

near, and again recovering sufficiently to sit up and converse with relatives and 

friends.  His devoted wife has been his constant attendant, and during the long vigil has 

scarcely been out of call.  The doctor's brother was with him during a part of last 

summer, but returned home when it seemed as if recovery was possible.  The patient's 

condition during the hot months was kept very comfortable by means of ice, wet sheets, 

and fans, which entailed an immense amount of labor upon those in attendance.  During 

most of the time Mrs. Taggart has had the assistance of her cousin, Mrs. Lucy Taggart of 

Los Angeles. 

 

When death came, it found Dr. Taggart in such a reduced and emaciated condition as to 

bear slight resemblance to him when in health.  The end was comparatively painless. 

 

Those who recollect Dr. Taggart as he appears 18 or 20 years ago well remember his fine 

appearance.  Tall and well proportioned, his weight must have been 225 pounds.  In his 

younger days he was quite an athlete.  His mind was proportioned to his body.  Possessed 

of a natural liking for study and research, he was thoroughly informed on all subjects of 

interest and the arts and sciences.  That disease and death should claim him at an age 

which is designated the prime of life is a matter for great sorrow. 

 

HIS EARLY LIFE 

 

James H. Taggart was born in Cortland, New York, September 16th 1836.  His parentage was 

of Scotch stock, his ancestors having seen service and hardships in the wars of the 

Pretender during 1745-46.  While yet a child his parents removed to Wisconsin, where 

young Taggart went to the common schools. 

 

He very early evinced decided literary tastes and read everything which was within his 

reach.  On gaining maturer years, he went to Laporte, Indiana, and studied medicine with 

his uncle, Dr. Higday, remaining several years.  His course was completed at Rush Medical 

College, Chicago.  After graduating, young Taggart commenced practice at Rolling Prairie, 

Ind., and afterwards at LaPorte.  While there in the course of his practice he became 



acquainted with Miss Leach, whose mother he was called to attend.  The acquaintance 

developed with the result that Dr. Taggart and Miss Martha J. Leach were married in 1864.   

 

Afterwards they removed to Tampico, Whiteside county, Illinois, where the Doctor again 

took up practice.  Several years of the unavoidable exposure in that rigorous winter 

climate told upon his health, and he found himself compelled to seek a milder locality.  

In 1876, Dr. and Mrs. Taggart went to San Bernardino, Cal., and spent the summer with a 

cousin, Chancellor G. Taggart, and wife.  In the fall of the same year Dr. Taggart paid a 

visit to Yuma and became satisfied that the dry climate would be suitable to him. His 

wife joined him a few months later and their residence here has since been continuous.  

Much of the time he has been Territorial Prison Physician, resident physician for the 

Souther Pacific Railroad Co., and county physician.  He was a member of the Masonic 

fraternity and the A.O.U.W.  In politics he was a staunch supporter of the Union during 

the war, and of the principles of the Republican party. 

 

The body of Dr. Taggart will be laid by the side of his parents in the cemetery at 

Evansville, Wisconsin.  Yuma Arizona, Times.  Reprinted in The Enterprise, February 17, 

1893, p. 1, col. 5, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

 

Mr. William Taggart has sold his handsome five seated bus which he purchased during the last campaign to Mr. 

Jonathan Weaver. 

 October 24, 1893, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

November 9, 1894, The Enterprise, p. 1, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Wm. Taggart and family have returned from Madison occupying the family residence on Main Street. 

 October 13, 1896, The Tribune, p. 1, col. 5, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

 

Mrs. Mattie Taggart of Arizona who has returned from an extended visit to friends in Connecticut, is the guest 

of her brother in law, I. A. Taggart, having arrived Tuesday evening. 

 The Badger, p. 1, col. 2, July 13, 1901, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Mr. Geo. Taggart has been engaged as janitor of the public school vs. Jas. Powles resigned. 

 July 23, 1901, The Tribune, p. 3, col. 5, Evansville, Wisconsin  



 

 

Mr. I. A. Taggart has purchased a lot of Mrs. Hawley on Main Street for $700. 

 Enterprise, p. 1, col. 2, January 10, 1902, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

I. A. Taggart has purchased a lot on W. Main St. of Mrs. Hawley.  Mr. Taggart expects to build a handsome 

residence in the near future. 

 January 25, 1902, The Badger, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

A. Taggart has sold the lot north of J. W. Morgan’s residence on First St. to Rev. H. Sewell for $850. 

April 29, 1902, The tribune, p. 3, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin     

 

The masons have begun work on A. I. Taggart's house on Main Street. 

 July 25, 1902, Enterprise, p. 1, col., 3, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

George Taggart and family went to Chicago Tuesday morning for a visit. 

 August 7, 1902, Evansville Review 

 

Irvin Taggart is having his new residence shingled. 

 August 29, 1902, Enterprise, “From the Tribune” Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Marathon Taggart left Wednesday noon for Spring Green to pay his brother and family a visit. 

 August 22, 1903, Badger, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Hiram Taggart of Wyoming Valley, Wis., is the guest of his brother, M. C. Taggart. 

 March 19, 1904, The Badger, p. 1, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

A shooting gallery has recently been opened on the north side of Main street in the old red front building 

where Bill Taggart was running a popcorn stand. 

 January 18, 1911, p. 1, col. 4, Enterprise, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

 

 
May 13, 1915, Evansville Review, p. 5, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  



 
August 1, 1907, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin  



 
March 11, 1909, The Evansville Review, “School News”, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

G. C. Taggart has just received his certificate for increase of pension, less than thirty days from time of 

application, said papers were made out by J. M. Cole.  This is the quickest one on record here we are informed. 

 September 28, 1910, Enterprise and Tribune, p. 1, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 



Feb. 6, 1913, Evansville Review, p. 5, col. 2, 

Evansville, Wisconsin  

 



April 13, 1922, Evansville Review, Evansville, 

Wisconsin  

 



 
February 19, 1925, p. 5, col. 4, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin 



 
February 19, 1925, p. 5, col. 4, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

July 30, 1931, p. 1, col. 5, Evansville Review, Evansville, 

Wisconsin  

 

 
October 4, 1934, Evansville Review, p. 7, col. 2-3, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 



 
 



 
April 30, 1953, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin  


