
We noticed Mr. Wm. Gilles, of Union and Mr. Lee of Magnolia, driving a fine flock of sheep through town on 

Wednesday.  As they were headed towards Union, we expect they were the property of Mr. Gillies, purchased 

of Mr. Lee, as Mr. Gillies is one of the big sheep men of these parts. 

 March 1883, Enterprise, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Walter P. Pierce to Wm. W. Gillies, 160 acres in sec. 3, $4,600.  April 17, 1883, Enterprise, Evansville, 

Wisconsin    Walter Pierce of Union, departs for D. T. in a few days, where he expects to make his future home.  

Mr. Pierce has been a resident of this township for a long term of years and is known by nearly ever person, 

great or small throughout this part of the country and will be greatly missed by a host of friends.  The Enterprise 

wishes him success where he may road and will be glad to greet him with a hearty welcome. 

 March 1883, Enterprise, Evansville Wisconsin 

 

March 1883, p. 1, col. 5, Enterprise, 

Evansville, Wisconsin  



August 14, 1883, Enterprise, p. 1, col. 7, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Misses Kittie and Nellie Drown, and Lizzie Gillies, had a rough time getting to their schools last Wednesday 

morning on account of snowdrifts. 

 ñUnionò news, p. 1, col. 7, January 8, 1884, Enterprise, Evansville, Wisconsin  



 
April 4, 1884, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

 

Mr. B. S. Hoxie is making fair progress upon widow Gillies new residence on Church Street considering the 

catching weather.  We see nothing to prevent the frame going up only from want of a foundation. 

 May 5, 1886, The Enterprise, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

On Church Street B. S. Hoxie and Vic Kelsey have the frame up and nearly enclosed for widow Gillies new 

house. 

 May 14, 1886, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

ATTORNEY GENERALôS OFFICE, Madison, Wis., April 2, 1888 

W. W. Gillies, Esq. 

Union Wis 

Dear Sir. 

 Your favor of the 29
th
 ult. Submitting certain questions herein after enumerated relative to spring 

electors received. 

 Qs:  Are the voters in the Village of Evansville legal voters at our town meeting.  Ans.  Yes, if no steps 

have been taken to separate the town and village. 

 2d.  Can we as election inspectors, received their ballots for circuit judge and deposit them in the same 

box with the ballots cast by the outside voters of the town?  Ans.  Yes, providing of course that no separation 

has been made between the village and the town. 

 3
rd

. Is the village and town virtually separated by Capt. 391, laws of 1887?  Ans.  It is somewhat difficult 

to answer that question but I am of the opinion that it that statute is mandatory and will take effect as soon as 

the village acts under the authority therein conferred.  Should the village fail for an unreasonable length of time 

to take an action in the matter, the authorities could probably be compelled to do so by a legal proceeding. 

4
TH

, IS SAID ACT A MANDATORY OR CAN AFFAIRS RUN ON THE SAME AS HERETOFORE? 

Ans.  As above stated I am inclined to think that it is mandatory but I do not think it is your duty to reject the 

votes of the people residing in the village until some steps have been taken to have a separation.  In my 

judgment your duty at this spring election would be to receive the votes of all legal voters residing within the 

town or village.  At the next annual meeting, the village of Evansville, may elect an assessor which would work 

a separation of the town and village in which case you would have no place designated at which you could hold 

your next annual town meeting.  Chapt. 162 laws of 1883 authorizing the voters of a town to hold all elections, 

town meetings, etc, at or in an incorporated village or city which is within or adjoining any town.  Hence as a 

matter of precaution and for your own convenience, at your town meeting to be held tomorrow you had better 

pass a resolution providing that should the village of Evansville become separated from the town of Union 

under the provisions of Capt. 391 laws of 1887 above cited that then and in that case your next annual town 

meeting should be held within the village of Evansville at the place where the present one is held.  This will 

save all question about your balloting place next fall. 



 Yours truly, C. E. Estabrook, Attorney General 

 Printed in the Tribune,  April 7, 1888, Evansville, Wisconsin p, 4 cols. 1 & 2. 

 

Town officers: Supervisors:  W. W. Gillies, Chair, I. H. Brink, John Tullar; Clerk, James Ludington; Assessor, 

W. H. H. Johnson; Treasurer, Almeron Eager; Justices of the Peace:  James Howard, W. S. Smith, W. R. 

Phillips; Constables:  Ray Gillman,  H. Hamilton, J. S. McMillan, C. M. Tuttle 

 December 15, 1888, The Tribune, p. 1, col. 1, Evansville, Wisconsin   

 
January 18, 1890, Tribune, p. 4, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 
Kossuth Morgan, Joshua Frantz and Tom Jones go to Union to build a barn for W. W. Gillies.  The size is to be 36 x 70.  
Mr. Morgan put up a barn frame for Mr. D. E. Stevens on his farm in porter, 50 x 120. 
    June 16, 1890, The Tribune, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  
 

Ladies Lizzie and Maggie Gillies went to the Worldôs fair last week, and after looking that over for a 

few days will go on to Montreal to attend the international Y.P.S.E.  

 July 4, 1893, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin 



December 1, 1893, Enterprise, p. 4, col. 3, 

Evansville, Wisconsin 



 December 8, 1893, Enterprise, p. 4, col. 2, Evansville, 

Wisconsin 
 
Mrs. Nellie Gillies, has been attending teacherôs examination at Footville this week preparatory to teaching in the Johnson 
district. 
 November 2, 1895, The Badger, p. 1, co. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin  

April 11, 1896, The Badger, Evansville, 

Wisconsin  
 
Miss Laverna E. Gillies, who is about to depart for Colorado, visited school with Cora Morgan Tuesday and Wednesday of 
this week. 
 October 3, 1896, Badger, p.1 , col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  



April 6, 1897, Tribune, p. 1, col. 4, 

Evansville, Wisconsin  



 
August 31, 1897, The Tribune, p. 1, col. 1, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 



April 1, 1898, Enterprise, p. 1, col. 5, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
City of Evansville Town of Union, Wisconsin price 50 cts.  1898  Directory 

 

 

Misses Maggie Gillies and Edna Biglow left Tuesday morning for New Orleans to attend the Mardi Gras.  They 

will be gone about three weeks and will visit several points of interest in the sunny south. 

 February 24, 1900, the Badger, p. 1, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

 

 



Lyman Gillies, John Higday and Hugh Robinson who are attending the Madison Agricultural school came 

home for the holidays. 

 December 29, 1900, The Badger, p. 1, col. 5, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

 February 19, 1901, 

p. 3, col. 3, The Tribune, Evansville, Wisconsin  

March 12, 1901, p. 3, col. 2, The Tribune, Evansville, 

Wisconsin  



March 19, 1901, p. 2, col. 3, The Tribune, Evansville, 

Wisconsin  



 

Miss Maud Gillies, who is attending Beloit College, accompanied by her friends, Miss Lysord and Mr. 

Hollenbeck, spent the forepart of the week at the home of W. W. Gillies. 

 April 4, 1901, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

April 30, 1901, The Tribune p. 3, col. 3, 

Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

The Misses Blanche Crow, Maggie Gillies and Ethel Frost took their departure Thursday morning to visit 

Boston, Mass. And the exposition in Buffalo, N. Y. 

 July 2, 1901, The Tribune, p. 3, col. 6, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 
 

January 17, 1902, Enterprise, Evansville, 

Wisconsin 
 



January 8, 1903, Evansville Review, 

Evansville, Wisconsin 



 January 8, 1903, Evansville Review, 

 



February 12, 1903, Evansville Review 



April 17, 1903, The Enterprise, p. 1, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin 



January 15, 1904, Enterprise, p. 3, col. 

3, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

 
January 21, 1904, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin 



August 13, 1906, Evansville Review, 

Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Fisher & Gillies have recently purchased the building now occupied by Fish, Lee & Fish, and will take 

possession Feb. 1, Also, they have purchased the Hiram Emery estate on North Main Street. 

 January 31, 1907, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin  



 
February 7, 1907, Evansville Review, p. 1, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

James Gillies shipped a carload of baled hay to the Chicago markets last week. 

 February 21, 1907, p. 8, ñCooksvilleò news, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin 



June 6, 1907, Evansville Review, Evansville, 

Wisconsin  

June 14, 1907, Enterprise, p. 3, col. 6, Evansville, 

Wisconsin  



December 23, 1909, Evansville Review, 

Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A most pleasant gathering of the Gillies families occurred last Friday in this city.  Invitations had been sent to 

the various branches of the original Gillies family that came to this country from Scotland in 1846.  This family 

consisted of the following four brothers and one sister:  James, David, Margaret, George and Andrew Gillies.   

 Fifty representatives responded to these invitations and all greatly enjoyed a picnic dinner in the city 

park.  Many came from a distance, among whom were the following:  James Hutton Gillies and family, 

including Mrs. H. C. Johnson of Chicago and Dr. and Mrs. Wade H. Brown of Madison, Wis;  Mrs. N. T. 

Slawson and family of this city and Chester Gilley and wife of Stoughton, all of whom belong to the James 

Gillies, Sr., branch.  Representing the David Gillies house were James Gillies and daughter, W. W. Gillies and 

family, Elizabeth A. of this city and Margaret Gillies of Sycamore, Ill.   

The family of Margaret Gillies Jones was represented by a goodly number, eighteen coming from 

Janesville, W. J. Jones, wife and daughter, Andrew Barlass, wife and daughter, Mrs. Henry Lloyd and her 

family including H. L. Jones and wife, W. E. Lloyd and wife, Gilbert Lloyd and wife.  Coming from the George 

Gillies branch were the following:  Mrs. Douse and daughter of Spring Prairie, Mrs. McAllister of Tracy, 

Minn., and Robert Gillies of Brooklyn, Wis.   

So successful was the first attempt that it was proposed to make this gathering an annual affair. 

 September 1, 1910, Evansville Review, p. 5, col. 3-4, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Mrs. Nellie Gillies was called to Grand Junction, Colo. On account of the illiness of her sister, Mrs. Chas. E. 

Taylor. 

 September 7, 1910, The Enterprise and The Tribune, p. 1, col. 7, Evansville, Wisconsin   

 

The meeting of the Anti-Thief Society at City Hall, Dec. 7, 1912 voted to give $50 reward to any person 

causing the arrest and conviction of anyone found guilty of stealing poultry from any society member.  W. W. 

Gillies, Pres.  C. F. Jorgenson, Vice President, W. H. H. Johnson, secretary & treasurer. 

 December 12, 1912, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

 
February 12, 1914, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin  



February 19, 1914, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  



 W. W. Gillies and John Hogan left Sunday for Montana, where they will purchase sheep. 

October 1, 1914, Evansville Review, p. 5, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

 

 

W. W. Gillies shipped 1,000 sheep to Chicago Tuesday.  Passing over Madison and Main streets, they attracted 

considerable attention. 

 November 25, 1915, Evansville Review, p. 5, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

 
March 9, 1917, The Janesville Daily Gazette, ñEvansville Newsò  Janesville, Wisconsin  



September 19, 1918, Evansville Review, p. 5, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin 



 

 

W. W. Gillies and sister this week moved into the A. J. Snashall property on Second Street.  Mr. Snashall and 

wife have gone to California for the winter. 

 October 7, 1920, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 When the 1920 census was taken in January 1920, Snashall was living at 43 North Second Street 

 

John C. Gillies was born in the Town of Rutland, Dane County, Wisconsin. His parents were David and 

Elizabeth Gillies.  

 

John lived there until he was ten years old when the family moved to the Town of Union, near Cooksville. His 

home was in the Town of Union until 1887 when he moved to this city and lived in the same house on Church 

Street, until his death the morning of March 26th. 

 

He attended country schools and later Evansville Seminary and Milton College, taught school in his earlier 

years, but most of his active and business energy was applied to his agricultural interests. 

 

He was naturally quiet, unassuming and a lover of home, books and music, an uncomplaining sufferer during 

his long and painful illness. 

 

The burial services were from the home, Monday at 2:30 p.m. Rev. Stephens of the Baptist church officiating, 

interment being in Maple Hill Cemetery. 

 

CARD of Thanks 

 

We desire, through the Evansville Review to extend our sincere thanks to all who contributed flowers and 

service during the long sickness, death and burial of our brother John C. Gillies. 

 

March 31, 1921, Evansville Review, p. 5, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

 

W. W. Gillies and sisters, the Misses Maggie and Elizabeth last week purchased the Fellows property on North 

First Street. 

 April 22, 1926, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

 



 
May 12, 1927, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  



June 30, 1927, p. 5, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin 



July 7, 1927, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin  



 
May 1, 1930, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 7, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

January 28, 1937, Evansville Review, Evansville, 

Wisconsin  



  
December 8, 1938, Evansville Review, pp. 1 & 8, Evansville, Wisconsin  




