
OBITUARY 

 

1860 Census:  Daniel Doolittle, Carpenter, age 42; Saphrona, age 40; 

Mary Jo, age 20; August, age 17; William H., age 12; 

 

October 9, 1872, Evansville 

Review, p. 1, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  
 

 

Mr. Daniel Doolittle has been confined to his house for several weeks 

from fever, but is improving and will be about soon. 

 August 26, 1874, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 3, Evansville, 

Wisconsin  

 

 

 

 
 

Advertisement in Evansville Journal December 15, 1874, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Carpenters listed in list of Evansville businesses:  D. Doolittle.  Mr. Walker. A Munger. 

 December 15, 1874, Evansville Journal, Evansville, Wisconsin 
 

 



Mrs. Sophronia C. Doolittle, wife of Daniel Doolittle, Esq., died at 

her home after a lengthy sickness on the evening of July 3d, 1877, aged 

57 years. 

 

Mrs. Doolittle's complaint was dropsy of the heart.  Although it was 

apparent to herself and her family that she could not expect to 

recover, yet her complaint presented flattering hopes at times that she 

might.  A few weeks previous she rode out, and had been able to walk 

about the house, yet she was feeble, and it was well known that her 

demise was only a question of time. 

 

She was a worthy and acceptable member of the Methodist church, with 

which she had been connected some twenty-six years. 

 

She has always borne the character of a christian woman, and always had 

friends wherever she had acquaintances, who now mourn her departure.  

She was kind to all, and bore her sufferings with christian grace and 

fortitude. 

 

Se was buried from the Methodist church.  Rev. J. D. Cole preached the 

funeral discourse. 

 

Her coffin was beautifully festooned with wreathes, on the lid of which 

were two ample crosses, made from flowers and vines by the ladies 

Andrews and West.  The silver plate bore the inscription, beautifully 

engraved in Old English by Dr. Beebe, 

 

SOPHRONIA C. DOOLITTLE 

Age 57 YEARS 

DIED JULY 3d, 1877 

 

July 11, 1877, p. 3, col. 3, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

 
October 31, 1877, Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 3, Evansville, 

Wisconsin  

 

Rev. Milton Rowley has purchased the Doolittle house, but will allow Mr. Griswold to 

remain in it for the period to which rent is paid –October next. 

 November 7, 1877, Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  
 

 



 
November 28, 1877, Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 2, Evansville, 

Wisconsin  

 

Death of Mr. Daniel Doolittle 

 

Mr. Daniel Doolittle died at Union Grove, Racine county, at 8 o'clock, Friday morning, 

September 20th, 1878, aged 60 years. 

 

Mr. Doolittle moved from Cayahoga county, Ohio, in 1851, and settled in Evansville, 

where he resided until within about a year previous to his death.  His business was mainly 

that of a house carpenter.  About fourteen months ago, his wife, who had been in poor 

health, died, when he went to live in Mr. Homer Potter's family, and continued his 

business as health would permit of doing.  For a short time, this spring, he spent with his 

niece at Lime Springs, Iowa, but returned and took up his home with his son-in-law and 

daughter, Mr. and Mrs. S. S. Gard, of Union Grove, and where he remained until his 

death. 

 

His remains were brought here by the Friday night train, accompanied by his son-in-law 

and daughter, and were followed to the grave by many of his old friends, and relatives in 

this place.  From his wasted condition, it was necessary to make a speedy interment as 

possible, and consequently, funeral was deferred until Sunday morning. 

 

He had living here, one brother, Mr. Joseph Doolittle of Magnolia, and a number of 

nieces and nephews of other branches of his family.  His only son died at Austin, Minn. 

some five weeks ago, only two daughters survive him, Mrs. Guard, and his youngest, 

Jessee. 

 

Mr. Doolittle was unquestionably a christian man, and died in the fullness of hope 

hereafter.  He was honest and upright in all of his dealings, and probably had as few 

enemies as any man among us.  He was kind to all, and possessed a heart ever ready to 

yield to the wants of the destitute and distressed. 

 

Long will his memory continue fresh in the hearts of his friends and fellow citizens here. 

 

September 25, 1878, The Review, p. 3, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 



Mr. J. E. Doolittle terminated his four and a half years as financial clerk in the Grange 

store on Saturday night.  He goes back to his farm to enjoy sweet repose by an honest 

tillage of the soil.  We are sorry to lose such an excellent neighbor from our community. 

 April 13, 1881, Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  
 

Miss Jessie Doolittle, daughter of the late Daniel Doolittle, of 

Anamosa, Iowa, is visiting Mr. Potter's family. 

 October 12, 1881, Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 2 

 

 

Old Uncle Joseph Doolittle, one of the oldest and most respected 

residents of the town of Magnolia, died last Monday night.  The funeral 

was held at his late home the following Wednesday. 

 July 7, 1885, Enterprise, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Mr. W. H. Doolittle has received the nomination of superintendent of 

schools, by the Prohibition party, for the 1st, district, Rock County.   

 October 17, 1884, Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 3, Evansville, 

Wisconsin 

 

At the official meeting Wednesday night, W. H. Doolittle was elected 

treasurer of M. E. Church. 

 October 17, 1884, Evansville Review, p.3, col. 3, Evansville, 

Wisconsin  

 

Old Uncle Joseph Doolittle, one of the oldest and most respected 

residents of the town of Magnolia, died last Monday night.  The funeral 

was held at his late home the following Wednesday. 

 July 1885, n.d. no paper 

  



July 24, 1885, Evansville Review, p. 3, 

col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Hop Doolittle has charge of the clothing department at the Grange Store.   

  April 7, 1886, The Enterprise, Evansville, Wisconsin  



August 5, 1887, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 3, 

Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Chas Doolittle has returned from his western trip. 

 September 1, 1888, the Tribune, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin 



August 31, 1894, Enterprise, p. 1, col. 4, Evansville, 

Wisconsin 



 
August 31, 1894, Enterprise, p. 1, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 



 
August 31, 1894, Enterprise, p.1 , col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Doolittle, Saturday, Oct. 1, 1898, a daughter. 

 October 6, 1898, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin  



 
April 26, 1956, Evansville Review, p. 1, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Mr. C. J. Doolittle has moved into the Bevier house on Park Street, recently vacated by 

Mr. Jas. Osborne. 

 June 30, 1893, The Enterprise, p. 1, col. 1, Evansville, Wisconsin  



 

 
October 3, 1893, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Rev. Noble Palmer of Randolph N. Y. arrived on Friday last to spend a 

few days with his daughter, Mrs. C. J. Doolittle.  He expects to leave 

soon for St. Paul, where he will make an extended visit with his son. 

 March 29, 1894, The Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 4, Evansville, 

Wisconsin  

 

This community was greatly surprised and shocked this morning upon learning of the 

death of Mrs. Sadie Doolittle of this place, wife of W. H. Doolittle, which occurred at the 

new Sanitarium of Dr. Sutherland in Janesville last evening about 5 o'clock.  She went to 

the above named Sanitarium on Tuesday last accompanied by Doctors Ewing and 

Stevens of this place, the latter to care for her in the most skilled manner during her 

sickness, following the operation of removing a large tumor, which was performed on the 

same day by Dr. Holbrook an expert of Chicago, assisted by Dr. Sutherland.  She 

recovered from the operation nicely and was supposed to be getting along as well as 

could be expected up to 4 o'clock p.m. Thursday when she commenced to gradually sink 

and grow worse, passing away about 8 o'clock of the same evening.  Mr. Doolittle was at 

once telegraphed the condition of his wife when it was considered that she was in a 

dangerous one and the doctors as well as all others are greatly surprised and shocked at 

the result.  The deceased would have been 35 years old had she lived until October.  Was 

born in Dayton, Green County, Wis.  Taught school fifteen terms.  Clerked five years for 

the Evansville Mercantile Association, was married on September 5th 1892.  A member 

of the M. E. Church for years and several other prominent societies.  A very highly 

respected and useful woman in every respect who will be greatly missed by this entire 

community.  She leaves a kind indulgent husband, in this his second widow-hood, a 

mother and one brother all of whom have our deepest sympathy.  Funeral at the house.  

Sunday at 2 o'clock p.m. at the M. E. church at 2:30 o'clock p.m. 

 

The Funeral 

 

Was one of the largest ever held in this city, it was estimated that at least five hundred 

people were in attendance the line of carriages to and from the cemetery was nearly a 

mile long. 

 

Rev. J. S. Davis, resident pastor of the M. E. Church spoke and he spoke well, for he had 

a good subject to talk about, one that he could not say too much in favor of.  His principal 

theme was the standard value of the woman who had gone to her last reward, which must 

be great if any; he said she was not a gushing woman, but one of standard, true, honesty 



and integrity who done all in her power to fill every position which she was called to in 

life well, which gave her a standard value in society and in every position which she was 

called to fill; he spoke of her long service for the Evansville Mercantile Association, 

where she formed a wide acquaintance of friends and became of great value to the 

institution, not that she urged people to buy, but by her unquestionable honor and 

integrity she gained friends and customers, who had full confidence in her word alone 

and not only in this position in life did she do her duty faithfully and well but in her 

school teaching, in church, in Sunday School, in the numerous positions of trust in the 

several good societys of which she was a member, all were given her best thought, action 

and effort, these things were true and every hearer knew it, therefore Mr. Davis was 

listened to with intense interest in his discourse, which was brief, but effective.  The 

floral offerings were great in number and various beautiful designs.  The remains looked 

very natural, showing but little of the suffering or agonies of death, calm and peaceful 

seemed the repose with almost a lifelike complextion, there was none of the usual marble 

whiteness, but the rapid falling away in flesh for a few days of her last sickness was all 

the change that would be noticed by most intimate friends, as she lay in a handsome 

white casket surrounded with the handsome floral designs of beautiful roses and 

evergreens.  The grave was beautifully lined, and many was the sad tear of parting that 

fell therein as friends lingered long seemingly very loath to say the last farewell. 

 

August 28, 1894, The Tribune, p. 4, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin 



 October 13, 1894, The Badger, p 3, col. 

1, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Mr. Ray Doolittle came down from college the day before Thanksgiving and spent the 

holiday here with his parents. 

 November 30, 1895, The Badger, p. 1, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Mrs. Grant Doolittle and son Wesley of Madison are spending a fortnight at the home of 

Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Doolittle. 

 Saturday, July 10, 1897, The Badger, p. 1, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

W. H. Doolittle, Edward Cadwallader and their wives spent Tuesday with friends in 

Brodhead. 

 August 5, 1897, Evansville Review, p.1 , col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Max Fisher has purchased the W. H. Doolittle residence on Second Street and will take 

possession about Oct. 10
th

. 



 September 20, 1899, Evansville Review, p. ? col. 1, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Mr. W. H. Doolittle has sold his residence to M. J. Fisher for his son Max.  Consideration 

$1,500.   

 September 23, 1899, p. 6, The Badger, Vol. V No. 38, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Mrs. C. J. Doolittle and son, Noble, returned Tuesday from an extended visit to relatives 

at Elkhorn. 

 June 30, 1900, The Badger, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 The Badger 

 

The remains of Mrs. S. S. Gard of Detroit were brought here for burial last Saturday.  

Mrs. Gard will be remembered as the daughter of Daniel Doolittle, a pioneer of this 

vicinity.  She leaves a husband, son and sister to mourn her loss. 

 April 6, 1901, the Badger, p. 1, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Chas. D. Doolittle has a position in a gent’s furnishing store at Waukegan, Ill.   Mrs. 

Doolittle expects to join him soon. 

 April 6, 1901, The Badger, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  
 

C. J. Doolittle was in our city Thursday.  His family is located for the present at Lake 

City, Minn. Where his parents and brother Henry live. 

 The Badger, p. 1, col. 3, November 2, 1901, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Mr. Chas. Doolittle and family will soon return to this city, and Mr. Doolittle will resume 

his former position in the Grange clothing store, which Mr. Truax has filled with the best 

of satisfaction of late, but prefers to go into the clothing business for himself in Sharon.  

Although we shall all regret the departure of Mr. and Mrs. Truax, we shall be pleased to 

have Mr. Doolittle had his family return. 

 January 21, 1902, The Tribune, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Mrs. W. H. Doolittle returned to her home in Minnesota last Sunday evening 

accompanied by Mrs. Ed. Cadwallader. 

 May 16, 1903, The Badger, p. 1., col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin 



 

Thursday morning, Mr. Homer Potter received a dispatch announcing the death of Mrs. 

Jessie Doolittle Gard of Wyandotte, Michigan.  The funeral party will arrive in this city 

today at noon, and interment will follow immediately.  The deceased was the last 

surviving member of the Daniel Doolittle family widely known and highly respected in 

the early days of this city. 

 

December 24, 1904, The Badger, p. 1, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Mrs. Mygatt has had H. Skarning and his crew of painters at work the past week putting a 

new coat of paint on her Main Street residence and the house adjoining, occupied by 

Charley Doolittle and family. 

 May 10, 1910, Enterprise & Tribune, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

 
May 25, 1910, Enterprise & Tribune, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

Obituary 

Kate Donaldson was born in Orange County, New York, April 27, 1842, and died at her 

home in Brodhead July 4, 1914, after a lingering illness, aged 72 years, 2 months and 7 

days. 

 

With her parents and brother and sister she came to Wisconsin in 1850 settling upon a 

farm in the town of Center, Rock County, thus being among the pioneers.  The death of 

her father about a year later placed the burden of rearing the family upon the mother and 

thus were the responsibilities of life early realized by the deceased.  She received her 

education in the common schools and later attended the Seminary at Evansville after 

which she taught school for some years. 

 

On January 1, 1867, she was united in marriage to John Emery Doolittle, who during the 

war of the Rebellion was in the employ of the government as carpenter and bridge 

builder, but not enlisted. 

 

To this union seven children were born, one of whom, Katie Maude died in infancy. 

 

For some ten years they following farming, then moved to Evansville where Mr. 

Doolittle became financially interested in the Grange Store and was also one of the 

officers of the organization.  They spent four years in that city at the end of which time 

they moved back onto the farm.  About this time a movement was made to establish a 



Grange Store in Brodhead and Mr. Doolittle's assistance was sought.  He came to 

Brodhead and assisted in the organization and was made its manager, leaving his family 

to conduct the farm for nearly two seasons.  They then, in 1881, moved to Brodhead 

which place has since been Mrs. Doolittle's home. 

 

She joined the Methodist Episcopal church at an early age and ever remained firm in the 

faith and true to the teaching of her church. 

 

Three years ago her health became somewhat impaired.  Since that time there has been a 

steady decline until it was necessary for her to take to her bed.  Gradually her condition 

became worse and the end came as above stated. 

 

She leaves to mourn her death a brother, Samuel Donaldson of Shubert, Neb.; four sons 

and two daughters, C. E. Doolittle of Stoughton, S. W. Doolittle of Lancaster, M. H. 

Doolittle of Vale, Oregon, Mrs. G. E. Dixon of Brodhead, Mrs. L. D. Beckwith of Santa 

Margarita, California and J. C. Doolittle of Lancaster, also a step-sister, Mrs. Will 

Worthing of Cainville, a step-brother Joseph Patchen of Winnebago, Minn., besides 

many other relatives and friends. 

 

Funeral services were held on Monday afternoon at half past one o'clock, July 6, at the 

Dixon home, conducted by Rev. A. Dinsdale, the singing being by Mrs. Frank Dedrick 

with Mrs. A. Pierce accompanist.   

July 16, 1914, Evansville Review, p. 8, cols. 1 & 2, Evansville, Wisconsin 
 

A number of girls of the Congregational church met at the home of Mrs. Grabill, Tuesday 

afternoon, and organized for the purpose of taking up the study of missions.  Miss 

Mildred Cain was elected president; Miss Dorothy Axtell as vice president; Miss Dorothy 

Hansen as secretary; Miss Beth Weaver as treasurer; Miss Charlene Doolittle as organist.  

The name for the new organization will be chosen at the next regular meeting of the club. 

  January 21, 1915, The Evansville Review, p. 5, col. 1, Evansville, 

Wisconsin  



 
September 1, 1921, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

 

Mrs. Geo. Kliefoth, formerly Miss Charlene Doolittle of this city now of Bloomington 

Ill., underwent an operation Monday at the hospital in that city having her tonsils and 

turbenal bone removed.  She is improving rapidly. 

 March 6, 1924, Evansville Review, p. 5, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Mrs. Chas. Doolittle and mother, Mrs. Austin, leave next Tuesday for Moline, Ill., where 

they will visit at the Acheson home.  Mrs. Austin will remain there over the winter and 

Mrs. Doolittle will go from there to Bloomington, Ill., where she will visit her daughter, 

Mrs. Geo. Kliefoth for a week. 

 October 30, 1924, Evansville Review, p. 5, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Mrs. Charles Doolittle left Wednesday morning for Bloomington, Ill. to visit her daughter 

and husband, Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Kliefoth. 

 January 28, 1926, Evansville Review, p. 5, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin 

February 9, 1933, Evansville Review, 

Evansville, Wisconsin  



 

May 24, 1934, Evansville Review, 

p. 8, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin   



 

December 2, 1965, Evansville Review, Evansville, 

Wisconin  


