
 
March 20, 1867, Evansville Citizen, p. 4, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Oregon Village 

 

This little suburban village of about 700 inhabitants, is situated in the town by the same name, in Dane county 

on the Madison branch of the Northwestern Railroad, about 12 miles from Madison and 38 from Beloit.  Mr. 

I.M. Bennett now of Evansville, was one of the first settlers--having came here when scarcely 21 years of age, 

or about the year 1845, from New York state. 

 

At this time but here and there a comfortable house existed on the long stretch of road between Madison and 

Janesville.  Few farmers had anything but a log shanty to live in and a string of brush fence to mark the line 

where now cultivated farms exist and where neat frame houses mark the abode of the well-to-do farmer. 

 

A small frame house had been erected a few years before which Mr. Bennett purchased and occupied it both as 

a hotel and store--keeping a few nick nacks such as the early settlers could not get along without. 

 

In 1849 Mr. Bennett built and occupied the first store under the style of Winston, Bennett & Co., Wm. Dudley, 

Esq., now of Madison forming the financial partner. 

 

In 1850, Mr. Bennett built the hotel what is now the Oregon exchange, and was, for some years, not only the 

popular landlord, but merchant.  Together they consumed about as much diginity as a young man could well 

enjoy in those days. 

 

Quite a number of years have stretched away and we find Oregon a thriving enterprising town with such men as 

Messrs. Tipple & Johnson, J. M. Scovill, C. M. Howe & Brother, doing a good business in the dry goods and 

general merchandise line, H. Schwartz, ready made clothing, Eli Booth, manufacturer and dealer in boots and 

shoes, C. Postle, confectioner, Cole and Gardiner are each in the tin and sheet iron business, C. Postle is 

proprietor of the "Exchange" and Nott & Vreland do the agreeable at the "Oregon" House, near the depot. 

 



Perhaps no man has done more to make Oregon what it enjoys today, than Wm. S. Bedford.  He has been 

identified with almost every interest that has had for its tendency the growth and prosperity of the place.  He 

came here upon the departure of Mr. Bennett--a rival successor--and immediately engaged in an extensive 

mercantile business, his confidence being richly shared by the community as every improvement marked the 

line of his enterprise.  He is now engaged in the lumber trade with sales of a million feet annually. 

 

Mr. Howe, in connection with general merchandise, keeps a plentiful supply of drugs and medicines and 

dispenses them with true medical skill, while his most excellent wife does excellent service in the millinery 

business. 

 

Evansville Citizen, September 18, 1867, p. 1, col. 6, Evansville, Rock Co. Wisconsin   

 
September 25, 1867, Evansville Citizen, p. 4, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  



 
March 25, 1868, Evansville Citizen, p. 4, col. 1, Evansville, Wisconsin  

  
September 16, 1868, Evansville Citizen, p. 4, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 



Sales of Real Estate.  The following are the sales of real estate for the week ending Sept. 4, 1869:  Evansville – 

I. M. Bennett to A. Stubbs ’69, lot, $50. 

 September 4, 1869, Janesville Gazette, p. 4, col. 2, Janesville, Wisconsin  



 July 6, 1870, Citizen-Review, p. 2, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin  



 
 

November 2, 1870, Evansville Review, p. 4, co. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 



 September 11, 1872, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Mr. I. M. Bennett, who has been in Cincinnati a number of days superintending the sale of an invoice of 

tobacco, returned Monday.  

 October 23, 1872, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Mr. I. M. Bennett, who has been spending most of the season in Colorado, returned Thursday morning last.  He 

owns a ranch among the mountains which he has been stocking with sheep.  He returns with hands hardened 

with toil, and calls himself a fit subject for a granger. 

 September 23, 1874, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Isaac Bennett sold out to Winston & Sons. 

 September 26, 1876 ad, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

June 12, 1878, Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 

2, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 



 
July 10, 1878, Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Mrs. I. M. Bennett returned at an early hour Saturday morning last, from an almost 7-months visit to Ft. Collins, 

Colorado.  She went there at that time to make “the boys” a visit, and for the health of her daughter, Annie, 

afterwards a son’s wife became sick and her visit was prolonged for that sake.  Mrs. Bennett’s prolonged 

absence has almost made her a stranger among us; but all welcome her return. 

 July 10, 1878, Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin  



 
December 18, 1878, Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

1880 Census, Agricultural Schedules: 

I. M. Bennett, 400 acres, 8 milk cows, 1,800 gal. of milk and 300 lbs butter produced 
in year previous.  51 other cows; 600 sheep and 200 lambs dropped, purchased 

800, sold 220; 600 fleeces = 3,000 lbs wool; 17 swine; 40 acres corn; 40 acres 

oats = 2,200 bushels.  

  

I. M. Bennett, Esq., has purchased the residence of Mrs. Firth, on First Street, near 
the Congregational church.  We did not learn the consideration.  July 21, 1880, 

Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Winston and Bennett have sold their Searles farm to Gilman Searles for $8,000 including 

some stock and utensils.  They have also sold their Gillett place to Mr. Babcock, and Geo 

Ballard, the former taking the buildings and the latter increases the acreage of his home 

place. 

 November 17, 1880, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 
Nelson Winston went to Chicago to buy goods for his store, then on to Washington for the 

inauguration of Garfield.  I. M. Bennett also left later to go with him. 

 February 2, 1881, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 



 
May 5, 1883, Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 1, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Mrs. I. M. Bennett writes from Chicago, that all those persons who have books belonging 

to her will confer a favor by leaving them at Mr. Finn’s as soon as possible. 

 February 5, 1884, Enterprise, p. 1, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Married, on Thursday evening, May 4, 1899, at 7:30 at the parental home of the bride, Mr. Chas. F. Bennett, of 

Magnolia, and Miss Martha F. Schroeder of Center. A large number of friends were present and many valuable 

presents were given to the couple. 

 

May 9, 1899, The Tribune, Evansville, Wisconsin 
 

 
November 2, 1906, The Enterprise, p. 3, col. 6, Evansville, Wisconsin  



 July 9, 1908, p. 1, Evansville Review, 

Evansville, Wisconsin 



 July 9, 1908, p. 1, Evansville Review, 

Evansville, Wisconsin 



July 9, 1908, p. 1, Evansville 

Review, Evansville, Wisconsin 



1917, Northwest side of 

Evansville 



 
May 12, 1938, Evansville Review, p. 6, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  


