
Bemis Family researched by Ruth Ann Montgomery 

 

Burials from Evergreen Cemetery, Colorado Springs, Colorado: 
BEMIS                ADDIE C.  1858               14 NOV 1896 T-032 

BEMIS                EDWARD    1814               09 JUN 1883 T-032 

BEMIS                HORACE G. 1848         1923               -032 

 

The Storm.  We understand that the storm in Porter was quite severe.  A house was unroofed, fences were 

prostrated, and crops injured to some extent.  At Fulton the dam across the Catfish was carried away.  Loss 

about $500.  At Evansville a barn belonging to Edwin Bemis was blown down. 

 June 8, 1860, p. 4, col. 3, Janesville Weekly Gazette and Free Press, Janesville, Wisconsin  

 

October 11, 1862 

 Mrs. Emma Evans writes to Dr. John M. Evans that a blacksmith below Millspaughs has a child sick 

with diphtheria and must die.  Many are sick and Dr. Quivey is riding day and night.  Men hanging the blinds 

broke 5 panes of glass and there was none in Evansville.  Sent to Janesville by Henry Spencer to get glass for 

$1.  “Henry Spencer’s house is raised.”  They are painting the blinds in Hiram Spencer’s shop.  Winston has 

bought a great many nice goods and has a nice price for them. 

 

October 13, 1862 

 Letter to Emma Evans from Dr. Evans.  Dr. had learned of the death of “little May Bemis”.  Dr. Evans 

had Railroad stock.  He mortgaged some property to get it.  He had put deeds of property in Emma’s name, 

owned warehouse lots that he had given Spencer authority to sell, if opportunity came up. 

 

 

 
January 2, 1866, Evansville Citizen, p. 1, col. 1, Evansville, Wiscosnin 

 

 
February 14, 1866, Evansville Review, p. 4, col. 1, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great change in the appearance of things along Main Street.  The old Methodist Church that was erected nearly 

twenty years ago, as the boasted pride, and quite an ornament to the village & almost the first church edifice 

erected in the Territory of Wisconsin, west of Rock River, now grown into rather insignificance by the more 

elegant buildings around it, and became quite too small for the present demands, has been dismantled, removed 

from its foundations and brought up on a line nearly to the street and taken a stride west, to accommodate 

aspiring neighbors and associates, for future and commercial uses.  Fifteen feet is to be added to the front, 

making the entire length 60 feet, beams are put in and another story added to be used as a public hall, 30 by 60 

feet.  The eastern portion of the lot is being excavated, preparatory to the erection of two stores; one by Mr. J. 

B. Bemis, for a boot and shoe store, and the other by Mr. Stillman Parker, for general mercantile purposes. 

 The store now occupied by Mr. Bemis is rented by Judge Conner, of Beloit, who will put in a stock of 

Dry Goods.   

 July 25, 1866, The Evansville Citizen, p. 4, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Judge O’Connor and partner also, intend to fill with dry goods and groceries, the store now occupied by Jerome 

Bemis, as a shoe store.  They take possession we are told in September, when Mr. Bemis removes to his new 

store. 

 August 22, 1866, Evansville Citizen, p. 4, col. 1, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Mr. J. B. Bemis has removed his stock of Boots and Shoes to his new store, opposite the Citizen office, where 

he may be found ready to receive his old customers and new ones too. 

 October 10, 1866, The Evansville Citizen, p. 4, col. 1, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 
September 11, 1867, Evansville Review, p. 4, col. 1, Evansville, Wisconsin  



September 25, 1867, Evansville Review, p. 4, col. 4, Evansville, 

Wisconsin  



 
October 30, 1867, Evansville Citizen, p. 4, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  



 October 30, 1867, Evansville Citizen, p. 4, col. 1, 

Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

October 30, 1867, Evansville Citizen, p. 4, col. 1, 

Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

January 1, 1868, Evansville Citizen, p. 4, col. 1, 

Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

January 15, 1868, Evansville Review, 

Evansville, Wisconsin  

 



February 12, 1868, p. 4, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Blacksmithing.  “Patronize your old institutions.”  Thirty years of practical experience with “old sledge” has 

given me ample experience in the blacksmith business which I want the public and myself to profit by.  The 

ring of my anvil is my sign, besides read, at the foot of Main St.  E. Bemis.   

 Ad in Evansville Review, April 27, 1870, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

 
November 3, 1875, Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

JERVIS BEMIS, farmer, Sec. 3; P.O. Footville; son of Daniel BEMIS, of Spencer, Wooster Co., Mass.; was 

born in Hamilton, Madison Co., N.Y., in 1818; emigrated to Wisconsin in 1845; in 1849 was elected Chairman 

of the Town Board of Supervisors; was also on the Side Board of Supervisors in 1848, and has served as Town 

Assessor; Mr. BEMIS was one of the first settlers of Plymouth; there were no roads when he settled there; the 

town settled rapidly, and the next year after he came, they built a schoolhouse; he was the first Treasurer of the 

Board of School Commissioners. In 1841, he married Miss E. M. BUMP, daughter of Varney BUMP, a resident 

of New York; they have eight children - Daniel D. and George A., residents of Kansas; Elizabeth A., now Mrs. 

J. M. POOL, a resident of Richmond, Va.; Frank A., resident of Evansville, Wis., in the dairy business; Kiron 

J., traveling salesman; Fred H., John B. and Lottie, who still reside at home. Mr. BEMIS is a member of the 

Center Grange, No. 35, and also of the State and County Agricultural Society, and helped to organize the 

County Agricultural Society. He owns one-half section of land, all in good state of cultivation.    

Taken from "The History of Rock County, Wis." (c)1879, p. 872.  

 

Saw Frank Bemis loading lumber from Mr. Randolph’s yard, Tuesday for his new house. 

 May 5, 1880, Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  



 
October 6, 1880, Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 
March 23, 1881, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 5, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

The Bemis Brothers are having a large pumping and grinding power windmill put up, and have enclosed it with 

a new addition to their barn.  They will attach machinery for cutting feed, grinding and pumping water.  They 

run a milk wagon. 

 September 23, 1882, Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

  

 

farmers’ delight and without doubt a good thing.  

Success to it. 

March 24, 1883, Evansville Review, p. 4, col. 1, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

The many friends of Mr. Edmund Bemis in this, his former home, will regret very much to learn the sad 

intelligence in the following which we clip from the Longmont (Col.) Ledger. 

 



During the day, on the night of which he died, which was Thursday June 7th, Mr. Bemis was in his usual health 

and engaged in doing some plowing.  He returned to his house about six o'clock, saddled and mounted one of 

his horses, called his dog and started out to look up the cows.  This was the last time he was seen alive.  As the 

cows sometimes wander away in the timber, his wife did not feel any special alarm on account of his being 

absent longer than usual.  But when about 10 o'clock, the dog returned alone, she felt certain that some serious 

accident had happened to him.  The nearest neighbors were aroused, and a vigorous search was at once 

commenced.  But there was no moon, and the sky soon became so thickly obscured by clouds of inky darkness, 

that it was impossible to see any object at the distance of five or six feet by the light of a lantern, and the search 

was of necessity abandoned until the appearance of daylight the next morning.  But at the first show of light 

Friday morning the search was renewed, and the body was soon found at a distance of only about one fourth of 

a mile from the house.  He was laying upon his face, with no indications of having been thrown from the animal 

he was riding, or of any struggle after he fell.  His death was of course instantaneous, as he fell upon his face 

and forehead dislocating his neck. 

 

The supposition is that he was suddenly attacked with faintness, which caused him to fall from his horse with 

the fatal result above stated.  Some of the searchers during the night, passed within about fifteen feet of where 

the body was lying, but the darkness was so intense that the light of their lanterns did not enable them to 

discover it.  

 

The deceased, Edmund Bemis, was born in the state of Massachusetts, and had attained the age of 69 years at 

the time of his death.  The body was taken to Colorado Springs and given burial in "Evergreen Cemetery".  He 

was a man of fine personal presence, well, informed on all general topics, possessing a genial temper, and 

highly esteemed by all his acquaintances. 

 

The Enterprise, June 26, 1883, p. 4, col. 1-2, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Antes Bros., furniture dealers, sold to Mr. Bemis, the milkman, a beautiful parlor set and other furniture this 

week.  

 February 22, 1884, Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Mr. J. B. Bemis is preparing to build on the lot bought of Mrs. Smith, on First street.  Several fine buildings are 

going up on this street this season. 

 June 19, 1885, Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin   

 

Mr. Kingsley, a relative of Jerome Bemis, has purchased a lot adjoining Mr. Gillies on 1
st
 street, where he will 

proceed to erect a residence. 

 July 3, 1885, Enterprise, p. 1, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Messrs. Potter and Garfield assisted by Geo. Hayward have the job of building Jerome Bemis’ new residence on 

First Street. 

 July 28, 1885, The Enterprise, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

 

Mr. Bemis has let the job of building his house to Messrs. Potter and Garfield.  They have in their employ, 

Henry Hubbard, Wm. Martineus, George Hayward and Mr. Bement.  They will make quick work of it. 

 July 31, 1885, p. 3, col. 2, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Mr. Arthur Bemis, who is selling the Torry dress model, called at Delavan on a recent trip out.  He found “our” 

people there well, and drove “to death” in the tack business.  Always glad to hear from Messrs. B. & C., and 

their families. 

 January 1, 1886, Evansville Review, p. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  
 



Mr. Arthur Bemis who has been in Minnesota working for the interest of the Northwestern 

Mutual Benefit Association, came home the latter part of the previous week.  He 

contemplates moving his family to Owatonna, Minn., nearer to the headquarters of his 

business. 

 May 13, 1887, Evansville Review, p.1 , col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Jacob Bemis opened his silo Monday, and found its contents in the best of condition.  He showed us an ear of 

corn taken from the pit which besides being a little discolored, is perfectly sound and healthy.  He says his cows 

are ravenous for it. 

 February 14, 1888, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Mr. J. B. Bemis returned Saturday from a couple of weeks tour in Iowa.  He noted the season on his journey but 

slightly in advance of ours. 

 April 29, 1887, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 
August 25, 1888, The Tribune, p. 1, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Mr. Jerome Bemis returned from Mason Neb., Saturday.  He reports the general business situation and 

prospects there about the same as in Wisconsin. 

 June 1, 1889, The Tribune, p. 4, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 



 
June 19, 1889,  Enterprise, p. 1, col. 5, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Kittie Bemis is visiting her Uncle Mr. Frank Bemis and family at Dane. 

 July 27, 1889, The Tribune, p. 1, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

 
November 27, 1889, Enterprise, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  



January 28, 1890, Evansville Review, Evansville, 

Wisconsin  

 

 

 

 



 
February 11, 1890, Evansville Review, p. 1,c ol. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 
February 18, 1890, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 5, Evansville, Wisconsin  



 
June 24, 1890, Evansville Review, p. 1 , col. 6, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Nathaniel Bryan bought the Bemis farm at the administrator’s sale, Saturday, paying $1,000. 

 June 24, 1890, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 5, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Mr. A. B. Bemis having bought the grocery business of the late John Budlong has rearranged his store and will 

endeavor to keep a first class stock of family groceries.  Give him a call.  See adv. In another column. 

 August 26, 1890, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 



 
September 2, 1890, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Groceryman Asa Bemis comes out with a handsome new delivery wagon today.  The hand work of the J. W. 

Morgan Mfg. Co. 

 September 16, 1890, The Tribune, p. 1, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 



 
January 3, 1893, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 5, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

 

Jerome Bemis is taking a Nebraska business trip. 

 September 1, 1891, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

A small residence known as the Frank Bemis’ house at the south end of First street, occupied by Mr. Michael 

Holden family, burned this Tuesday morning about 11 o’clock.  The extreme cold prevented the engine from 

working readily, therefore it was only possible to save the household goods.  Covered with insurance. 

 December 15, 1893, Enterprise, p. 4, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin 



August 31, 1894, The Enterprise, p. 1, col. 7, 

Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

Mr. J. B. Bemis and Mr. and Mrs. Wayland Little, are to try California’s balmy climate for the remainder of the 

winter. 

 February 2, 1895, The Badger, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Mr. and Mrs. Little, who have returned from California, report a delightful winter spent in that state.  Mr. 

Jerome Bemis, who was their traveling companion going, did not return with them. 

 March 30, 1895, The Badger, p. 1, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

 GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerome B. Bemis, 1708 West First Street, celebrated their golden wedding anniversary Saturday 

and in honor of the occasion gave a reception in the evening which was attended by 50 of their friends. Fifty 

gold-colored lanterns lighted the way from the street to the residence, and the interior of the home was 

profusely decorated with golden glow and goldenrod. 

 

In a bower of yellow blossoms there was stationed a string orchestra which rendered the wedding marches and 

other appropriate music and played accompaniments to the singing of old melodies. Vocal solos were 

contributed by Miss Garfield and dancing and singing numbers were rendered by Lillian Off and Ruth Bemis, 

two of the younger grandchildren of Mr. and Mrs. Bemis. 

 



Refreshments were served at small tables grouped about the large central one at which the host and hostess 

presided. This had as a centerpiece a golden basket filled with flowers. 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Bemis were married fifty years ago at Footville, Wis., and have five children, three of whom are 

residents of this city--a son, Asa D. Bemis, and two daughters, Mrs. Maranville and Mrs. Charles F. Off. The 

other daughters are Mrs. Fred Fellows and Mrs. Louis Fellows of Wisconsin. Of the thirteen grandchildren, the 

youngest is Carl Off, four years of age, who was present at the anniversary reception. 

 

The many beautiful gifts received by the couple bespoke the loving regard in which they are held by their 

friends and neighbors. -- Los Angeles Times 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Bemis are the parents of Mrs. Lew and Mrs. Fred Fellows. They lived here for a good many years 

before moving to California. The Review joins their many friends here in congratulating this worthy couple. 

 

September 19, 1912, p. 1, col. 2 Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

 

Mr. and Mrs." L. B. Fellows entertained at dinner Sunday Mr. and Mrs Dr. Bentley Bemis, Fred 

Bemis and Kiron- Bemis of Footville and Mr. and 

Mrs. Fred Fellows of Evansville. 
April 18, 1916, p. 9, “Fellows Station” news, Janesville Gazette, Janesville, Wisconsin  

 

Friends and neighbors of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Bemis gathered at their beautiful home east of town, 'on Saturday 

evening for a farewell party.  A complete surprise to Mr. and Mrs. 

Bemis, who, however, -were equal to the occasion. The evening was spent in merrymaking and the self-invited 

guests departed at a late hour, expressing regrets at losing their old neighbors and friends, yet extending to them 

.the best of wishes in their new home. This hag always been Fred's home, he having spent his entire life in the 

home he is soon to leave. Mr. and Mrs. Bemis, however, may rest assured that a warm welcome 

awaits them in their new home at Footville. 

February 28, 1917, Janesville Gazette, Janesville, Wisconsin  

 

 

 

 

Tuesday.—Mrs. Garnett Bemis and son Allan who have made their home in Janesvllle 

during the past month’s-are' leaving that city and are now visiting at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Bemis, 

preparatory to p to the home of her parents In South Dakota lor an indefinite period. They expect to leave this 

coming week for that state.  Her daughter Cora Is now in Dakota with her grandparents, -where she went with 

the Matter when they returned .after the death and burial of Cora's father, the late Parker Bemis.  Mrs. Bemis 

was quite sick at her home in .Janesville for some weeks, but is now in excellent health.— Mr. and Mrs. J; K. 

Bemis are entertaining today, having as guests, Fred Bemis and son, Dean, together with his wife, daughter 

Louisa and son, Herbert, also Mrs. Parker and son Allan, 

  February 14, 1921, Janesville Gazette, Janesville, Wisconsin  

 



 
l to right:  Jerome Bemis, Herbert Durner, Earl Fellows, Asa Fellows, Lewis Fellows, Grant Howard, Roy 

Fellows, Fred Fellows 

ca 1920/1928 

 

 

 



 
to r, _Ollie Bemis Fellows_ (age 47), _Grace Bemis Off_, (age 34), _May Bemis Fellows_ (age 49), Bessie 

Morrison Fellows (Mrs. Roy), Neva Fellows Howard (Mrs. Grant), Blanche DeVoine Bemis (Asa's wife), 

Bessie Fellows Durner (Mrs. Herbert) and  

_Kittie Bemis Miranville _(age 41). The four underlined were sisters. I  

tend to believe that they look their ages here...do you? 

 

Jerome Bemis Former Resident Dies at Los Angeles 

 

The announcement reaches friends in this city of the death at Los Angeles of Jerome Bemis, formerly of this 

city, where he suffered a paralytic stroke, October 31. 

 

Mr. Bemis was born in Genesee county, N. Y., Feb. 17, 1833 and came to Evansville with his parents, the late 

Daniel and Charlotte Bemis in 1844 settling in the town of Plymouth, Rock County. He was married Aug. 30, 

1862 to Mary E. Clifford, Magnolia. 

 

Five children were born to them, one son, Asa D., who died March 31, 1927 in California and four daughters 

who survive, Mrs. L. B. Fellows and Fred Fellows, both of Evansville, Mrs. Katheryn Maranville and Mrs. 

Charles Off, both of Los Angeles. He is also survived by 12 grandchildren and 18 great grandchildren. 

 

November 8, 1928, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 5, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 



    
March 5, 1931, Evansville Review, p. 8, col. 1, Evansville, Wisconsin  



 

September 25, 1947, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 5, Evansville, 

Wisconsin  

 


