Corner Store
Researched and written by Ruth Ann Montgomery

At the southwest corner of the intersection of Main and Madison Streets, stands one of the old-
est commercial buildings in the city of Evansville. After the village was platted in 1855, Hiram
Spencer sold the corner lot to John Winston and his sons, Nelson and Reuben for $150.

A small store was built on the lot and the general store opened under the name J. Winston &
Sons. One of their customers was Levi Leonard, Evansville's first school teacher. In 1857,
Leonard's diary indicates the variety of merchandise that was offered by the store. Leonard pur-
chased cloth, clotheslines, paint, and a coat and vest from Winston & Sons.

The Winstons were early settlers in the area. John Winston and his wife, Amanda, migrated
from New York to Wisconsin in 1841 with 12 children. The family purchased a farm in Porter
township. The federal census of 1850 lists John as a farmer, 53 years of age. Six of his chil-
dren, including his sons, Winston, Rueben, Edwin, John and Egbert were all living at home, as
was his daughter Abigail. John was one of the prominent men of the area. He was appointed to
serve as Commissioner of the Poor for Rock County and was one of the organizers of the First
Baptist Church in Union.

Nelson Winston and his partner, Isaac Bennett operated a general store in Oregon from 1849 to
1855 under the name Winston & Bennett. Then, Bennett moved to Green County and Winston
returned to Evansville. The partnership was renewed in 1861 when the two men paid John and



